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Dear Lord, 
Surround us with your abundant love. 
Unite us as a parish during our journey together and encourage 
every voice to be heard at this time of transition. 
Grant us patience and wisdom to discern your will for our church. 
Strengthen our hearts and minds in our search for our new rector. 
All this we ask in Jesus’ name, 
Amen.



Welcome to Christ & Grace Episcopal Church!
Our Mission statement is simple:

Offering Hope, Healing, & Hospitality
We offer Hope, Healing, & Hospitality to everyone we encounter. It is our desire that you engage in and 

experience these aspirations as well. We strive to provide our parishioners and local community Hope for the 

future, spiritual Healing for the soul, and Hospitality to all that walk through our doors.

Our Vision is that our doors and hearts will 

be open to all. We will provide a variety of 

worship and study opportunities for people 

of all ages to encounter the living God. 

We will be agents of positive change 

throughout our larger community. 



History
Christ & Grace’s history is unique. 

1841 Bishop Meade of Virginia saw a need for a second Episcopal church in Petersburg, to be 
called Grace Church. Initially services were held in multiple locations before construction 
began on a large sanctuary on High Street, which was halted during the Civil War Siege of 
Petersburg. The parish continued to hold services during this time in their basement, and 
eventually completed the large Gothic church.

The congregation voted to move Grace Church to Walnut Hill to better serve the new 
residential areas of Petersburg. After completion, a small group of congregants decided to 
remain at Grace Church. The new church was named Christ Episcopal Church.

The congregation of Grace Church asked to rejoin the Walnut Hill congregation and call 
the church Christ and Grace. The Rev. Dr. Boston Lackey had been called as rector of 
Christ Church in 1952 and was the rector when the two churches merged. The newly built 
nave seating 400 was first used on Christmas Eve, 1957. The Tiffany style windows on the 
south side of the church came from Grace Church. 

The Reverend Dr. Lackey served faithfully for 36 years and was followed by the Reverend 
David H. Teschner who arrived in 1990. His wonderful ministry was celebrated upon his 
retirement in 2016. 

Help us write the next chapter in the story of Christ & Grace!
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Our Community
Christ & Grace Church is located in the Walnut Hill neighborhood of historic 

Petersburg, Virginia. The city of Petersburg is conveniently located within the 

Richmond Metropolitan Area and easily accessible to employment, shopping, 

recreation and cultural activities as it sits along Interstates 95, 85 and 295 and 

U.S. Route 460. Virginia’s capital, Richmond, is 25 miles north of Petersburg via 

I-95.

The families of Christ & Grace live in the cities of Petersburg, Colonial Heights, 

and Hopewell, and Chesterfield, Dinwiddie and Prince George Counties, often 

referred to as the Petersburg Area. Disregarding Chesterfield County, the 

remaining area has a population of 136,000 people. Chesterfield County is a very 

large, fast-growing suburban county of 316,000 people that is the “bridge” 

between the Petersburg and Richmond Areas.

Petersburg is experiencing challenges related to manufacturing job losses, 

stagnant-to-declining population, and a high poverty rate. A positive is the 

continuing private investment in the Old Towne area downtown. It is a thriving 

neighborhood of unique independent restaurants, shops and galleries, anchored 

by beautifully restored private homes, many apartments and condominiums in 

restored warehouse and manufacturing buildings, and an amazing new public 

library. Two craft breweries now occupy historic properties in Old Towne and the 

city celebrates Friday for the Arts on the second Friday night of each month. The 

Petersburg Symphony plays a full schedule of concerts and the Tri-Cities 

Community Band makes its home at Christ & Grace.

The Petersburg Area boasts three public institutions of higher education: Virginia 

State University, a four-year historically black university; Richard Bland College of 

William & Mary, Virginia’s only junior college; and two campuses of John Tyler 

Community College.



Our Community
Petersburg and the Petersburg Area sit along the Appomattox River and 

increasing attention is being directed toward the outdoors and healthy 

lifestyles. The Friends of the Lower Appomattox River (FOLAR) is currently 

implementing trail development linking northern Dinwiddie County, 

Petersburg, Colonial Heights, Prince George County and Hopewell where the 

Appomattox flows into the James River and bridges are proposed to connect 

to Chesterfield County’s system of river trails. Segments of trails already exist 

but this new comprehensive plan incorporates wayfinding signage, trailheads, 

river access points and looks ahead to a future linkage to Virginia’s new 

Capital Trail which follows historic Route 5 between downtown Richmond and 

Williamsburg. The Willcox Watershed Conservancy is restoring Lee Memorial 

Park, 300 acres of woods, water and parklands on the southwestern side of 

the city. There are walking trails, athletic facilities, a family play area/picnic 

pavilion, canoe/boat/kayak access and a bird & wildflower sanctuary. Nearby 

is Dogwood Trace, a lovely and challenging public golf course. On the eastern 

side of the city the National Park Service manages Petersburg National 

Battlefield, site of the Battle of the Crater during the Civil War. This beautiful, 

rolling park land offers 10 miles of nature trails allowing you to run, walk, bike 

or ride your horse through history.

Southside Regional Medical Center is located in Petersburg and is the city’s 

largest private employer. Its predecessor public hospital was sold to a private 

corporation and the proceeds were used to establish The Cameron 

Foundation in 2003. Christ & Grace members have held and continue to hold 

leadership positions on this foundation. Its mission is to strive to transform 

the Tri-Cities and surrounding counties into a healthy, vibrant and 

economically vital region by strategically leveraging resources for community 

impact. Areas of focus are: healthy residents, education excellence, cultural 

richness, a vital economy, vibrant communities and dynamic nonprofit 

organizations.



Our Community
The Petersburg Area’s economy is dominated by government investment/ 

employment. Neighboring Prince George County is home to Fort Lee, a large Army 

training installation and Army logistics center celebrating its 100th anniversary this 

year. Fort Lee employs 8,400 civilians/contractors, 3,600 military (permanent 

party) and in a year trains 180,000 soldiers, most of whom come for Advanced 

Individual Training, with about 35,000 who come to attend the Army Logistics 

University. Additionally, there are 51,000+ military retirees and dependents who 

reside within a 40-mile radius of Fort Lee. This installation, which essentially 

doubled in size in 2005, represents one eighth of the economy of the Petersburg 

Area.

Petersburg has weathered challenges throughout its long history: Revolutionary 

War battles; the 292-day Siege of Petersburg, the longest siege on American soil, 

during the final months of the Civil War; the sacrifices necessitated by two world 

wars; the fight for Civil Rights; the loss of hundreds of manufacturing jobs; and 

recent local government financial turmoil. Christ & Grace has been a committed 

partner through much of this history having celebrated 175 years in Petersburg in 

2016. Christ and Grace is committed to being here offering Hope, Healing, & 
Hospitality to its city and region.

Resources:
There is a Community Profile for each of the six localities in the Petersburg Area 

available from https://data.virginialmi.com/gsipub/index.asp?docid=342.  

A wide variety of data is provided in each profile and the data is updated 

frequently.

Information about all there is to see and do in the Petersburg Area is available at 

www.petersburgarea.org, hosted by Petersburg Area Regional Tourism.



Who We Are
The parishioners of Christ & Grace are diverse, committed, joyous, and compassionate. 
We are welcoming and inclusive to all people. We are very active within our church 
and our community, lending our hearts and hands whenever and wherever needed. 
Our parishioners are committed to the growth of our church, and more than half of us 
have attended Christ & Grace for over 20 years! Many of us grew up in this church and 
have raised our children here.

We have enjoyed the blessings of stability and strong leadership, having been led by 
just two rectors over 64 years. We are a strong and harmonious congregation, 
representing a broad cross-section of our communities. We reside throughout the 
Petersburg area, with the most in Prince George County and Petersburg a close second. 
Though certainly not in spirit, our current congregation tends toward older in years; 
48.6 percent are 60 or older. Each parishioner is a gift, but we particularly celebrate 
that 22.8 percent of our parishioners are under 30. 

Congregational Statistics (2016)
Total Baptized Members:  327
Average Total Attendance: 122
Easter Sunday Attendance: 310



Who We Are



Transition
The Reverend David Teschner retired from his ministry here in November, 2016, after 26 great years in the life 

of Christ & Grace. Since the arrival of The Reverend Bill Queen, Interim Rector, we have taken some time to 

consider where we are and how we want to move forward in our faith journey. During the Lenten season, we 

spent time each week thinking about our work in the church and in the community focusing on five topics:  

Heritage, Mission and Values, Leadership, Connections and The Future. 

More than history, we 
concluded that events, people, 
location, facilities, from the 
past continue to influence the 
present. We are building
upon foundations laid by 
people who came before us, 
and our work now will serve
as the foundation for those 
who come after us.

Heritage Mission & Values Leadership Connections

The Future Our responses to “Five Year Hopes & Dreams”:

Through work in small groups 
we reviewed descriptive value 
words to come up with 7 sets 
of Values (“keywords”) which 
represent the core values for 
Christ & Grace:  
1. Affinity Groups, Community,  
Fellowship, and Relationships
2. Service and Generosity
3. Formation, Education, 
Spiritual Growth, Spirituality, 
and Prayerfulness
4. Tradition, Heritage, and 
Stability
5. Stewardship
6. Comfort and Hospitality
7. Music

The focus here was about how 
the many leadership roles 
within a church have to work 
within their individual groups 
and together, as well as think 
about plans for leadership 
needs in the future.

We looked at the many ways 
we are connected, or 
disconnected, to people, 
groups, and organizations 
outside of this parish. Our 
“parish” is now anywhere our 
parishioners live work and play 
– a virtual web network of 
connections. Physical 
boundaries no longer apply; 
awareness of where we are 
connected—or not—is 
important.

1. Classrooms filled with children
2. More mission work outside of church for others, local and beyond
3. Full church, not just at 10:30 - add different/contemporary music
4. Programs to attract the unchurched or the disconnected - Diversity
5. Health and wellness programs
6. Be a vital part of the resurrection of Petersburg



Transition
Another transition activity was a parish survey (online and mail), which was very successful (almost 40% response rate) 

in engaging parishioners. They were asked about their worship experiences, priorities for programming, education, 

stewardship, in addition to queries about the qualities they hope to see in a new rector.

What We Seek In a New Rector
Christ & Grace Church seeks a strong leader who exemplifies our values 
of Hope, Healing, & Hospitality and is welcoming and inclusive to all 
people. In responding to the parish survey, our members are looking for 
strong pastoral skills, a strong supporter of ministry to children and 
youth, someone who promotes spiritual growth and a person with a 
sense of humor. We hope that our new rector will be open to trying new 
things, striking a balance between the new and the old. It is important 
also that the rector be knowledgeable about innovative methods of 
communication/community building. It is our desire that together we 
can grow our membership and can discern how best to reach out in 
search of areas of engagement with our Petersburg Area communities. 
To reiterate our particular interest in our children and youth, it should 
be pointed out that 100 percent of those answering the survey believe 
strongly that children’s education should be an integral part of our 
education program at Christ & Grace. Christ & Grace has a small staff; 
therefore, our new rector will be required to demonstrate 
administrative experience in managing staff, empowering lay leadership, 
and inspiring volunteerism.

“I don’t want my church to be an insulated bubble into 
which I retreat to escape from the real world - I want it 
to be a place from whence I can draw strength and 
wisdom to deal with a sometimes confusing and 
frightening world.”

“Both wonderful and terrible things happen in the world, and I 
appreciate having that dealt with in my spiritual home.”

“The aspect of Christ & Grace I appreciate the most is being 
surrounded by so many caring people.’

“I appreciate the connections that are made between scripture and 
contemporary challenges and struggles.”

“The members of Christ & Grace have become like 
a second family to me. The people help to make our 
church a special place, and I can’t wait to welcome 

our new rector to the Christ & Grace family!”

“I feel a great deal of comfort and joy knowing that 
[my children] will be brought up and loved in this 
church.”



Fellowship & Faith Formation
Worship
Each Sunday Christ & Grace offers two services. The 8:00 a.m. 
service is a Holy Communion service that includes a sermon and 
Rite II liturgy with no music. The 10:30 a.m. service (10 a.m. in 
summer) includes Holy Communion and music, alternating 
between Morning Prayer with Holy Communion Rite II and Holy 
Communion Rite II. From September to May, a Celtic Candlelight 
and Communion service is held on the third Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 
This service is intended to provide a peaceful and sacred space for 
experiencing the presence of God and the liturgy offers a healing 
and hopeful message. The Celtic service is not only highly valued by 
our parishioners, but also by the local community. During Lent a 
noonday service is offered weekly to the community, followed by 
lunch prepared by teams of Episcopal Church Women. 

The parish survey made it clear that music is a very important worship component of our parish life 
at Christ & Grace and we strive to ensure that all who worship with us will find special meaning in the 
music. Our adult choir sings each Sunday from September to May. The Music Director’s position is 
currently being covered by interim supply organists until a search for a Music Director can be 
undertaken by our new Rector. A major refurbishment of our pipe organ was recently completed. 
The Bell Choir performs occasionally throughout the year. 
During our 10:30 a.m. services, the 1982 Hymnal and the Renew hymnal are used. Hymns are 
selected by the Rector and Music Director. The Celtic service incorporates meditative music, and 
often includes a guest musician. Our holiday services are often accompanied by guest 
instrumentalists as well. 
The Interim Rector’s plan is to hold several educational events in the fall about the variety of music 
available in the Episcopal Church, have open discussions with parishioners similar to the Lenten 
Series, and perhaps conduct an online survey to the congregation specifically asking in more detail 
about worship and music preferences. All information will be provided to the new Rector to assist in 
the search for a new Music Director. 

Music



Fellowship & Faith Formation
Education
Adult and youth education classes are held each Sunday, September through May, between 
the two morning church services. The adult classes offer a variety of topics, ranging from 
religious to civic issues, history and community programming. The average attendance is 
approximately 30.
The focus of Sunday school for our youth is striving to provide a solid theological 
background while applying God’s word in our daily lives. There are 22 in our group with 
four teachers/leaders. Our youth group is very active within the church and in the 
community. 
Sunday school for our younger children is an opportunity to discover God’s word. There are 
currently 12 children and three teachers. During the 10:30 service, children are invited to 
participate in a “children’s chapel” in the classroom facilities of our church. Children are 
provided with activities related to scripture readings; and return to the main service for 
Holy Communion with their families.
Bible study is offered weekly from September until May, on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.  During the summer months Bible study is offered at 9:00 a.m. on 
Sundays. Lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday are discussed.



Fellowship & Faith Formation

Our worship experience is always enhanced by the “devotion to duty” exhibited by our ever faithful Altar Guild members, who 
ensure that the altar is vested, flowers are in place, linens are laundered and the brass and silver are shining; by our Ushers 
who joyfully greet all of our parishioners; by our ever smiling teen Acolytes who bring a special energy to the mornings; by our 
Lay Readers and Chalice Bearers who read the scriptures, lead the creed and Prayers of the People, and bear the chalice.

Lay Ministries

Parish Life
The many committed parishioners who extend their hands and hearts toward making everything in our church “happen” 
actually make us the Christ & Grace family that we are – they create the “ties that bind.” As we recall our childhoods and our 
church memories, don’t we often go to the Christmas pageants, the Easter egg hunts, the fellowship, the food, the projects, 
the hugs, the laughter?  Again, parish life is about sharing that Hope, Healing, & Hospitality.

✝ The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) encompass all of our women; an energetic, joyous blend of all ages coming 

together, shining and sharing the love of Jesus. They are the very epitome of Hope, Healing, & Hospitality as they 

sell their baked goods, manage the used book sale, sell Christmas wreaths and host the Ladies Tea, all to raise funds to 

help people in need. Little happens here without ECW.

✝ The Lay Shepherds visit those who are homebound or in retirement or nursing homes, driving to appointments,

delivering flower baskets, writing notes and cards, providing comfort and companionship to all they touch.

✝ The Ladies of Christ & Grace show love and support to those who grieve through the delicious Celebration of Life 
receptions offered to our families after funerals.  
✝ Family fellowship is at the center of Potlucks, Movie Nights, and Field Trips, which offer a respite of fun and fellowship in 

the midst of our hectic, heavily scheduled lives. 
✝ The Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) is our vibrant, energetic youth group that is always ready to grow, to learn, to 

help, to be our “spark plug.”

Communication
Christ & Grace extends Hope, Healing, & Hospitality through its website, www.christandgrace.org, and on its Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg. A newsletter goes out monthly except during the summer. Sunday 
bulletins are available on our website.



Outreach Ministries
For Christ & Grace parishioners, outreach to the greater community is a priority. We are committed to the Great 

Commandment to “Love God and our neighbors as ourselves” and we share that love through a large outreach ministry, 

which serves our community, our region and even our world. Our outreach initiatives bring Hope, Healing, & 
Hospitality  to the community.

Food
A major component of our outreach is providing food to those who are hungry.

“May God keep on blessing all of you. 
You all are my very special angels 
and I thank all of you again. I thank 
God for you with all of my heart.”

Martha Merritt
As a little girl, Martha Merritt and her 
family were often hungry. As an adult 
Martha has dedicated her life to 
making sure that the less fortunate in 
her community, in particular families 
and the elderly, have enough to eat. 
Food that we donate monthly is 
delivered to the Martha Merritt Food 
Pantry by the EYC.

Twenty-four faithful volunteers 
deliver a wonderful dinner to the 
residents of the Salvation Army Men’s 
Shelter on the third and fourth 
Wednesday nights throughout the 
year. The number of residents can 
vary from 14–26 men.

There is a Downtown Churches United (DCU) Lunch 
Program at the Hope Center each day for 
homeless people and Christ & Grace members 
volunteer 6-7 times a year to serve lunch. This 
program feeds 8,000 people annually.  

Our parishioners are always part of the annual 
DCU Walk Against Hunger, which raises money for 
people in need.

During the holiday season, working with the 
Petersburg Department of Social Services, we 
provide complete Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Dinners to 30–40 client families.

Tri-Cities Work Camp brings teens to the 
Petersburg Area each summer for a spiritual 
camp experience and to work on 
renovating/making repairs to homes of elderly 
and disabled people. Christ & Grace 
volunteers provide lunch each day to a work 
camp team – stand back and watch them 
“dive in” when you arrive with pizza, brownies 
and ice cold watermelon!



Outreach Ministries
Food
In 2015, our parishioners established an Outreach 
Garden on our grounds to help in feeding those 
who are homeless and those who do not have 
nutritious foods available. Parishioners are 
excited to watch our plants grow and produce, 
and they support it through their prayers, their 
green thumbs, their money, and by 
volunteering to make deliveries to the Hope 
Center. It is a tangible way for us to demonstrate 
God’s love to members of our community who 
are struggling to feed their families.

Other Community Outreach
Our newest outreach initiative, which we believe will be very impactful is a Christ & 
Grace Episcopal Church Community Scholarship at Richard Bland College of William & Mary. 
Many local students who attend Richard Bland are first generation college 
students. They may have scholarship assistance, but little or no additional support 
for books, supplies, even clothing. Enabling academic success at this stage helps to 
ensure the development of productive citizens and future community leaders.  

The Episcopal Church supports the Jackson Feild Home in Jarratt, VA and the Boys Home 
of Virginia in Covington, and Christ & Grace Church is a partner in both of those 
endeavors. Special offerings are collected, and clothing and supplies are provided 
to both. These facilities are also blessed annually by generous contributions from 
our ECW. The EYC has visited the Boys Home over the years to meet and support 
the boys there and to assist with maintenance projects.  

Christ & Grace has maintained an ongoing relationship with Walnut Hill Elementary 
School through the years. Members have volunteered as tutors during the school 
year, we have opened our church for afternoon tutoring, and we have provided 
the necessary funding for school supplies. For several years, we hosted a Reading 
Camp for children in all of the Petersburg elementary schools, but the city 
transitioned to year-round schools.

A favorite Christmas outreach ministry is the Angel Tree. On the tree are paper 
angels with names, ages and wishes of children who have parents incarcerated. 
Many parishioners share their love by buying toys or donating funds for clothing 
gift cards. The gifts are wrapped, the tags say that the gift is from the incarcerated 
parent, and delivered shortly before Christmas. What a warm feeling on Christmas 
morning to know that a young child who has little has received his or her special 
wish!

Fundraisers throughout the year enable the ECW to extend God’s Love to Habitat for 
Humanity, Adult Daycare and the local women’s shelter, CARES, as well as to Diocesan 
initiatives that include Camp Chanco and Women-to-Women.



Outreach Ministries
Beyond Our Neighborhoods
In past years, our parish has participated in several Domestic and International Mission Trips. We have traveled to 
Belize to assist in building schools and to offer Vacation Bible School. We drove to Crisfield, MD to assist the 
rebuilding efforts after the devastating Hurricane Sandy. We hammered and sawed and we provided funding 
to try and bring a sense of normalcy back to these hurting people. We support these kinds of efforts through 
Christ & Grace, as well as through Episcopal Relief and Development, which we support on an ongoing basis. 

Another very meaningful outreach effort is providing Kiva Microfunds. These small loans are provided to 
low-income people in second and third world countries through Kiva, which works with microfinance 
institutions on five continents to provide loans to people without access to traditional banking systems.

Christ & Grace’s Outreach Committee distributes designated funds from the church budget and from 
endowment income to more than 30 local, national and international nonprofit charities, such as Boys & Girls 
Clubs and the Chaplain Prison Ministry. Additionally, our ECW supports the American Red Cross and
Episcopal Relief and Development. They are also responsible for the United Thank Offering.



Church & Grounds
Christ & Grace Church is a beautiful structure located in the Walnut Hill area of Petersburg. The three-story parish house 
was built in 1925 and is now home to our many classrooms, a large parish hall, Lackey Hall, a well-equipped kitchen, 
offices and the Sacristy. The Sanctuary was completed in 1953. It seats 352 people in the nave and 52 in the gallery. 
There are 12 large stained glass windows; one is a Tiffany window. We are currently working to refurbish all of our 
exquisite stained glass windows. Work on one has been completed, one is away at the studio of a professional 
restoration expert, and the others will be done as money becomes available. 
A large pavilion is located behind the church and has been used for more informal services and fellowship activities. Our 
peaceful landscaped grounds surrounding the church are home to our labyrinth, large bell tower and memorial garden.
The Labyrinth, a symbol of Christians’ pilgrimage, was installed in 2008, is a place offering peace and tranquility.  All are 
welcome to walk the labyrinth.
The Christ & Grace Memorial Garden was created as a burial place for parishioners and their families, as well as a 
meditative place of tranquility, peace and natural beauty.  One of our young parishioners, the late Tracy Morgan, 
designed the space and the garden was consecrated on Easter Day in 1995.
In our upper parking area, you will find our fruitful outreach garden full of vegetables to share with the local community.



Church & Grounds



Leadership
Interim Rector
Bill Queen began leading Christ & Grace in December of 2016. While Bill 
has been an ordained minister for 23 years, he has extensive 
experience in business and as a teacher. He has been steadfast as we 
work to find our way forward. 

Our Rector chairs the 12-member vestry. Vestry members serve a 
three-year term, with four members elected yearly. The officers are 
Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Register. The wardens 
are members of the vestry and may serve from one to three years each 
time they are elected to the Vestry. The Treasurer and Register are 
communicants in good standing and may serve an unlimited number of 
years at the pleasure of the vestry. The Treasurer, Register, and Lay 
Assistant have voice but no vote on matters before the vestry. Each 
year the nominating committee strives to maintain a balance of men 
and women, newer and longer-term, and young and older members. 
There are committees that focus on the major functional areas of the 
church and they may have vestry and lay members.

Vestry

Staff
We are truly blessed to have dedicated and loyal staff members who 
have served Christ & Grace for many years.

Lay Assistant — Claire Brill is our one full-time employee, having joined 
the family in 1996. While we know that her hands and heart touch 
everything that is Christ & Grace, her responsibilities are Christian 
Education, Pastoral Care, Volunteer Coordinator, support on church 
administration, and occasionally preaching.

Music Director/Organist — 15 hours per week. This position is currently 
being covered by supply organists. One of our choir members 
volunteers as Bell Choir Director.

Secretary — 15 hours per week

Sexton — 20 hours per week

Property Administrator — Part-time, but on call

Bookkeeper
Kitchen Coordinator — Part-time volunteer



Budget & Finance

Year Income Expenses Average Pledge

2012 $414,318 $395,283 $1,935

2013 $413,554 $401,909 $2,041

2014 $415,668 $406,389 $2,126

2015 $395,808 $403,771 $2,154

2016 $479,808 $452,228 $2,313

2017* $393,162* $393,162* $2,285*

*2017 numbers are budgeted numbers; there are pledges outstanding

Established in 2004, the Carter-Lackey Legacy Society 
recognizes those who have remembered Christ & 
Grace in their estate plans. You may become a 
member by leaving any amount to the church. Life 
gifts of $10,000 or more also qualify for membership 
in the Society. Additionally, Christ & Grace is so 
grateful for 14 separate named endowment funds, 
which are overseen by an Endowment Fund Board. 

Christ & Grace has three Church Trustees per Virginia statute. Episcopal 
churches are unincorporated associations incapable of holding title to 
real property; therefore, Virginia requires court-appointed trustees who 
hold title to the real property of the church on behalf of the vestry. 
Trustees may be appointed or removed by the vestry, subject to the 
local circuit court’s approval. One of the trustees of Christ & Grace also 
has responsibility for handling the Endowment Investment Account.
Additional information about church governance is available in the 
Policies and Practices for Christ and Grace Church, which can be found 
on the church website.

Trustees Carter-Lackey Legacy Society



The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia

We want to meet you!
Please contact our diocesan transition office to apply for this position. 
Please send your OTM portfolio, your resume, and a letter of interest to 
The Rev. Canon Charles Robinson, crobinson@diosova.org / 757-213-3390

Christ & Grace is part of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia, which is headquartered in Newport 
News.
The diocese is home to 103 Episcopal congregations stretching over 200 miles from the Virginia/Maryland 
border on the Eastern Shore, west to Danville and Chatham, and northwest to the portion of the Richmond 
metropolitan area located on the south side of the James River. Altogether, about 30,000 persons worship 
in the diocese.
Originally carved out of the Diocese of Virginia in 1892, the Diocese of Southern Virginia is now one of three 
Episcopal dioceses in the state. The diocese has roots in the earliest decades of American history, going 
back four centuries to the English settlement of Jamestown.
In 1607, the Rev. Robert Hunt, chaplain to the Jamestown settlers, celebrated the first Anglican Holy 
Communion on these shores. The Church of England, the forerunner of the Episcopal Church in America, 
was the established church in Virginia for the next 173 years.
While proud of its heritage, the diocese looks forward. Under the leadership of the Rt. Rev. Herman “Holly” 
Hollerith, who was consecrated tenth Bishop of Southern Virginia in February, 2009, the diocese is pursuing 
a bold vision for the future.
Congregational development, the raising up of new generations of leaders, ordination reform, creative 
approaches to stewardship, clergy wellness, the planting of emerging congregations, and the development 
of bold mission endeavors comprise but a portion of the vision for the diocese. Perhaps you will have a part 
in bringing forth this vision.

Christ & Grace Search Committee Members
Kemper Brinkley
Martha Burton
Tommie Elder
Jeff Geisz
Greg Gwaltney

Meredith Matthews
Anne McClure
Ken Newman
Cat Richardson
Cleve Wright


