CHRIST and GRACE

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1545 S. Sycamore Street
Petersburg, Virginia

Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality

It is our custom to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins.
During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.

First Sunday after the Epiphany
January 7, 2024 — 10:00 A.M.

A FESTIVAL OF
NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS

Prelude Noel Suisse, Grand Jeu et Duo Louis-Claude Daquin
Welcome and Announcements

Entrance Hymn 102 Once in Royal David’s City Irby
Stanza 1—A solo voice; Stanzas 2-6—Sung by all.

Then, all standing, this bidding prayer is said.

Beloved in Christ, this day it is our duty and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the message
of the angels, and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, and see this thing which has come to
pass, and the Babe, lying in the manger. Therefore let us hear again from Holy Scripture the tale
of the loving purposes of God from the first days until the glorious redemption brought us by this
holy Child; and let us make this house of prayer glad with our carols of praise. But first, because
this of all things would rejoice Jesus’ heart, let us pray to him for the needs of the whole world,
and all his people; for peace upon the earth he came to save, for love and unity within the one
Church he did build; for goodwill among all peoples. And particularly at this time, let us
remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn, the lonely
and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all who know not our Lord Jesus, or who
love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly let us remember all those who
rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude who no one can



number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for
evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in
the words that Christ himself has taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

The Blessing
May the almighty God bless us with divine grace, may Christ give us the joy of everlasting life,
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above, may the Spirit of Love bring us all. Amen.

First Lesson GENESIS 3: 8-15, 17-19 Sean P. Little
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise
and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head.

There in God’s Garden K. Lee Scott

Second Lesson GENESIS 22: 15-18 Samantha G. Ellis
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.

Creator of the Stars of Night Conditor Alme, arr. John Scott
Third Lesson ISAIAH 9: 2, 6-7 Laraine M. Smith
The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 13" century Plainsong, arr. Paul Wohlgemuth
Fourth Lesson MICAH 5: 2-4 Jonathan D. Shockley
The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem.

Hymn 78 O Little Town of Bethlehem (Stanzas 1—3, 5) Forest Green
Fifth Lesson LUKE 1: 26-35, 38 Margaret T. Walsh
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

There Is No Rose Graham J. Ellis
Sixth Lesson LUKE 2: 1-7 James A. Hunter
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

Still, still, still Austrian carol, arr. Mack Wilberg
Seventh Lesson LUKE 2: 8-16 Erica M. Roney

The shepherds go to the manger.



Hymn 105 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen God Rest You Merry

Eighth Lesson MATTHEW 2: 1-11 Timothy L. Hall
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Hymn 128 We Three Kings of Orient Are Three Kings of Orient
Stanza 1—Sung by all;
Stanzas 2-4—Solo voices [Refrains sung by all];
Stanza 5—Sung by all.

Ninth Lesson (all stand) JOHN 1: 1-14 The Rev. Dr. Mary Brennan Thorpe
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

Hymn 100 Joy to the World! (Stanzas 1, 2 and 4) Antioch
Prayer and Blessing

Minister: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus
Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure
confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

Minister: May he who by his Incarnation, gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly,
grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn 109 The First Nowell the Angel Did Say (Stanzas 1 - 3, 6) The First Nowell
Dismissal
Postlude In Sweet Rejoicing French carol, arr. Denis Bédard

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of J. T. Morriss V by his
family.

Audio/Visual: Rick Talmage
Ushers: Ann Riggs, Marwee Walsh
Vestry: Marwee Walsh
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