CHRIST AND GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1545 South Sycamore Street Petersburg, VA 23805 (804) 733-7202

It is our custom to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins.
During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 5, 2024

10:00 AM HOLY COMMUNION RITE I
The Word of God
Prelude Largo G. F. Handel

Hymn 214 Hail the day that sees him rise Llanfair

Opening Acclamation standing
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn S 278  Gloria in excelsis William Mathias
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father, Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.



The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that
he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he
abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom
of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for
the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore
the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven."

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 47

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
shout to God with a cry of joy.

2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.

3 He subdues the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.

4 He chooses our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

5 God has gone up with a shout, *
the Lord with the sound of the ram's-horn.



6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

7 For God is King of all the earth; *
sing praises with all your skill.

8 God reigns over the nations; *
God sits upon his holy throne.

9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *
with the people of the God of Abraham.

10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
and he is highly exalted.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. | pray that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Hymn 481 Rejoice, the Lord is King! Darwall

Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 standing
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that | spoke to you while I was still with you--
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it
Is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, | am sending upon you what my
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."



Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped
him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing
God.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. David Niemeyer

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form VI standing or kneeling
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. (pause)

In our Parish Cycle of Prayer we remember the Bowles, Brinkley and Bristow families. For all
people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those
who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

We remember those who desire healing in body or spirit: We especially pray for Joy B., Roger
Baker, Guy Becker, Brooke Bonso, Ernest Burke, Chris Cowan, Sidney Fowler, Texie
Fowler, Laura Frye, Nick Goodrich, Sarah Greger, Mary Paul Hartman, Bill Irvin, Bob
Johnson, Karen Johnson, Christine Morlino, Laura Newman, Leslie Peters, Bill Rawlings,



Bill Satagaj, Ted Simpson, Bill Southall, Cheryl Winsor and Patty Woodward. For all who are
in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Susan our bishop, and
for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
| invite you to add your own petitions, either silently or aloud. (pause)

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. I invite you to add your own
thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. (pause)

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.
The Peace standing

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Greeting and Announcements

Offertory Sentence

Offertory Come, ye faithful R. S. Thatcher
At the Presentation Hymn 380 (St. 3) Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B standing

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Hymn S 125 Sanctus Richard Proulx
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

29

me.



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Hymn S 155 Christ our Passover Gerald R. Near
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion Hymn 335 | am the bread of life | Am the Bread of Life
Prayer of Thanksgiving standing
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.



Prayer for our Search Process  (in unison)

Come Holy Spirit. Open our ears to hear your quiet whispers, our eyes to see clearly the
challenges and possibilities before us, and our hearts to feel your loving presence. Guide
us in this search process so that we may seek to do your will. Bestow upon us the gifts we
need to do the job that has been set before us. Hear our prayers, O Lord. In the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen

Blessing

Hymn 494 Crown him with many crowns Diademata

Dismissal
Celebrant Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude Hornpipe G. F. Handel

The arrangement at the altar is given to the glory of God and in memory of
Nancy Kinsey and Margery Gwaltney by their family.

Lay Reader: Nancy Holden, Samantha Ellis
Audio/Visual: Bee Betts

Ushers: Jack & Linda Crocker

Vestry: Laraine Smith

WELCOME VISITORS: We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today. If you would
like to know more about our church, visit our website where you will also find links to our
YouTube channels. You may also email us and we will be in touch. We are glad you are here.

Christ and Grace Episcopal Church

www.christandgrace.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality

The Rev. Dr. Mary Brennan Thorpe, Interim Rector
mthorpe@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Organist and Choirmaster thall@christandgrace.org

Robin A. Magee, Parish Administrator churchoffice@christandgrace.org
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