
CHRIST AND GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

Our mission:  Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality 

 

It is our custom to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. 

                      During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 1, 2024 
 

10:00 AM HOLY COMMUNION RITE II 

 

The Word of God 

 

Prelude   Blessed Jesus, at thy word                              Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
Hymn 423 Immortal, invisible, God only wise                                    St. Denio 

 

Opening Acclamation standing         

Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People       And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

      

Hymn S 280   Gloria in excelsis                                                  Robert Powell 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People         And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day   
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, 

may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 



our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading: Song of Solomon 2:8-13  

The voice of my beloved! 

Look, he comes, 

leaping upon the mountains, 

bounding over the hills. 

My beloved is like a gazelle 

or a young stag. 

Look, there he stands 

behind our wall, 

gazing in at the windows, 

looking through the lattice. 

My beloved speaks and says to me: 

"Arise, my love, my fair one, 

and come away; 

for now the winter is past, 

the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth; 

the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtledove 

is heard in our land. 

The fig tree puts forth its figs, 

and the vines are in blossom; 

they give forth fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 

and come away." 

 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 45:1-2, 7-10  

1 My heart is stirring with a noble song; 

let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; * 

my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer. 

2 You are the fairest of men; * 

grace flows from your lips, 

because God has blessed you for ever. 

7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, * 

a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom; 

you love righteousness and hate iniquity. 

8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you * 

with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 



9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, * 

and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad. 

10 Kings' daughters stand among the ladies of the court; * 

on your right hand is the queen, 

adorned with the gold of Ophir 

 

Second Reading: James 1:17-27  

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of 

his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of 

first fruits of his creatures. 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow 

to anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of 

all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted 

word that has the power to save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are 

hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 

for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 

But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers 

who forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing. 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 

religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to 

care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God.   

 

Hymn 660 O Master, let me walk with thee                                               Maryton 

 

Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23         standing                                                                             

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  

People        Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

         

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 

him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without 

washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash 

their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the 

market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 

washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 



“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, 

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 

there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 

what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 

theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 

All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 

Celebrant   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.       

 

The Sermon                                                             The Rev. John Boucher 

 

The Nicene Creed    standing 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 

and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People Form III         standing or kneeling   

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church: 

That we all may be one. 

 

In our parish cycle of prayer we remember the Piccolo, Plymire and Poarch families.  Grant that 

every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 



We pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our presiding bishop, Susan our bishop, 

John our supply. We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; We pray for those who desire 

healing in body or spirit, especially Joy B., Brooke Bonso, Chris Cowan, Tom Davis, Sidney 

Fowler, Texie Fowler, Nick Goodrich, Sarah Greger, Marie Harrison, Nell Howard, Elizabeth 

Johnson, Bob Johnson, Karen Johnson,  Anne McClure, Melody Midgette, Christine Morlino, 

Laura Newman,  Leslie Peters, Susan Pugh, Bill Rawlings, Bill Satagaj, Ted Simpson, Bill 

Southall, Juanita Teschner, and Kay Wray. 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

Celebrant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (pause)      

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace   standing 

Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People         And also with you. 

 

Greeting and Announcements  



 

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory    

 

At the Presentation Hymn 380 (St. 3)                                               Old 100th   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Holy Communion 

  

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A      standing                            

 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People        We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of 

the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Hymn S 129   Sanctus                                                                  Robert Powell 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 (stand or kneel) 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the 

God and Father of all. 

 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me." 

 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Communion Hymn 707 Take me life, and let it be                         Hollingside 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  standing      

Let us pray.  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 



Blessing                                                                             

 

Hymn 541 Come, labor on                                                               Ora Labora 

 

Dismissal  

Celebrant   Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People       Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude   Rondeau                                                             Jean-Joseph Mouret 

 

 

The arrangement at the altar is given to the glory of God and 

In Memory of ‘Skipper’ Beck by Lucia & Louis Malon 

 

 
 

Lay Reader: Marwee Walsh, Martha Burton   Audio/Visual: Sean Little 

Ushers: Jack & Linda Crocker      Vestry: Tom Little 
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WELCOME VISITORS 

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today. 

If you would like to know more about our church, visit our website where you will also find 

links to our YouTube channels. 

You may also email us and we will be in touch. 

We are glad you are here. 
 

http://www.christandgrace.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg
mailto:thall@christandgrace.org

