Christ & Grace Episcopal Church

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality
Holy Eucharist Rite II - December 24, 2024 - 7:30pm
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Of the Father’s Love Begotten 13™ Century Plainsong, arr. Paul Wohlgemuth
Wiegenlied (Lullaby) Franz Schubert
A Christmas Carol Charles Ives
Gesu Bambino Pietro Yon
Sweet, little Jesus Boy Robert MacGimsey
No Lullaby Need Mary Sing
Joseph Clokey
Birthday Carol David Willcocks
Prelude on ‘Greensleeves’ Richard Purvis
THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn 83 O come all ye faithful (st.1, 2, 3, 6) Adeste fideles

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn 96 Angels we have heard on high (st.1) Gloria
The Collect of the Day

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we,
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness~
on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice




before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their
burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day
of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96 Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations *

and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *

he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *

bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.



13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while
we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

Hymn 79 O Little Town of Bethlehem St. Louis

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that
region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see~ I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Intercessor ~ Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus:
Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to Bethlehem that
they might greet the Christ child: draw your Church, and all people to you.

All Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Intercessor  As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your presence: fill us
with your Spirit, and renew our lives.

All Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Intercessor  As Gentiles streamed to the light of Christ and kings to the brightness of his rising: draw
all nations, and all in authority, to your brightness.
All Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Intercessor ~ As angels sang proclaiming peace on earth and goodwill among all peoples: bring us your
peace, and bring an end to terror and strife.
All Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Intercessor ~ As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room in the inn: be especially
present with those who have nowhere to lay their heads, those who are vulnerable, and
those who are hungry.

All Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Intercessor ~ As the Holy Family gathered together in Bethlehem, and traveled together to far off lands:
bless all families, especially the families of our parish, and protect those who travel.

All Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Intercessor ~ As your Son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of life eternal: give to
the departed eternal rest and let light perpetual shine upon them.
All Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Celebrant O Lord our God, may the light and hope of this night, and of your Son’s Incarnation,
reassure our hearts that you are among us, that you hear our prayer, and that you will be
with us always, even to the end of the age. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Greeting and Announcements

Offertory Sentence
THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory Anthem Still, still, still Austrian carol, arr. Mack
Wilberg
At the Presentation, Hymn 119 (St. 3) standing Dix

As they offered gifts most rare at the manger rude and bare; so may we with holy joy, pure and free
from sin’s alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ! To thee, our heavenly King.

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B

|| Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And  al-so with you.

Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People ~
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

[t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother;
so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Hymn S 125 Sanctus Richard Proulx
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread
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There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le - lu\/- ia.

Fraction Anthem S 164 Agnus Dei Franz Schubert
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: give us your peace, give us your peace.

The Communion

Two settings of In dulci jubilo German carol arr. ].S. Bach, Marcel Dupré
Hymn 112 In the bleak midwinter Cranham
Post-Communion Prayer standing or kneeling

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

At this time the acolytes will light candles for the singing of Silent Night. As you share the flame with the person
next to you, keep lighted candles upright, turning the candle to be lighted sideways, to prevent wax from dripping.

Hymn 111 Silent Night (please kneel as you are able) Stille Nacht

The Blessing

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with joy and
peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.

You may extinguish your candle after The Blessing
Hymn 100 Joy to the world! Antioch

The Dismissal
Celebrant: Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the birth of our Savior.
People: ~ Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude In dulci jubilo (BWV 729) Johann Sebastian Bach



The Church Office will be closed, Wednesday, December 25 through Wednesday, January 1, 2025.
If you have a pastoral emergency, please call Rev. Lissie Rhoton at 770-547-6520.

WORSHIP MINISTERS
Eucharistic Ministers: Sean Little, Jonathan Shockley
Audio/Visual: Lee Adams
Ushers: Kitty Gwaltney, Tom & Marigene Little, Marwee Walsh
Vestry: Tom Little
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The Christmas floral display is given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:

Fred, Mary and Skipper Beck by Joanne & Richard Beck
Ellen Moyer, godmother and friend by Bee Betts
Richard, Esther, and Kevin Bristow by the Bristow family

Jane & John Coleman by his family
J. 1. & Marjorre Gwaltney, Ben & Nancy Kinsey and Ben Gwaltney by Greg & Kitty Gwatlney

Joe L. Jones, Jeremy Ross Bowles, and Danny Jones by their family
Bo Jenkins by his family

Phyllis Little, Ron Franzese, and Lori Boggess by their family
Jay Morriss by his family
Jim & Rhea Nixon by their family

Ellsworth Spain by Kay Spain
Dr. and Mrs. William McNeil Turner by Marwee Walsh

Mr & Mrs J. Newell by Melanie Williamson
William Norvel Walsh, Jr., by his family

And in Thanksgiving for:

Our grand-daughter, Genevieve 1. Talmage with love from the Butterworth and Talmage families



WELCOME VISITORS
We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today.

If you would like to know more about our church, feel free to reach out to our Rector (lead priest),
Rev. Lissie Rhoton by email. You may also fill out an information card found in your pew and place it
in the offering plate.

We are glad you are here.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Christmas Day, December 25 @ 10:00am—A service of quiet joy celebrated Christmas morning.
Lessons & Carols, December 29 @ 10:00am—]Join us for a series of readings and hymns rehearsing the
Christmas story.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Church Office will be closed, Wednesday, December 25 through Wednesday, January 1, 2025.
If you have a pastoral emergency, please call Rev. Lissie Rhoton at 770-547-6520.
Adult Formation, Sundays @ 9:00am—Returning January 12 with “What is Baptism!” led by Rev.
Lissie
Baptism, January 12—If you or someone you know would like to be baptized, please email Robin, our
Parish Administrator.
The Hope Center—December food needs: spaghetti, sauce, peanut butter, and jelly. You may drop
them off in the basket outside Lackey Hall.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Joy B., Amanda Bishop, Chris Cowan, Tom Davis, Texie Fowler, Lisa Geisz, Nick Goodrich, Sarah
Greger, Marie Harrison, Nancy Holden, Nell Howard, Bob Johnson, Karen Johnson, Valerie Jones,
Tony Keophila, Jamell Kitt, Jim LePore, Jr., Melody Midgette, Christine Morlino, Laura Newman,
Dave Norris, Susan Pugh, Bill Rawlings, Bill Satagaj, Ted Simpson, Bill Southall, Liz Tatum, Juanita
Teschner, Polly Williams, and Kay Wray.

Join us weekly for our Tuesday Noon Eucharist returning January 7, 2025.

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,
Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.org ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805 (804) 733-7202
www.christandgrace.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg
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