Christ & Grace Episcopal Church

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality
Holy Eucharist Rite II - February 16, 2025 - 10:00am

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins.
During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude All glory be to God on high J. S. Bach
Hymn 423 Immortal, invisible, God only wise
Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen

Hymn S236 A song of praise

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name;

we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; on the throne of you majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because in our
weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your
commandments we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10

Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD. They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when
relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed
are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in



the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. The heart is devious above all
else; it is perverse—who can understand it? I the LORD test the mind and search the heart, to give to all
according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 BCP 585

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

4 1t is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the LorD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised;
and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been
in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised
Christ-whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not
raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Hymn 544 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.



Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and
Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power
came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,

for you will be filled.

“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you
on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is
great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets."

"But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.

"Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.

"Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.

"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets."

Celebrant ~ The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton
The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



The Prayers of the People, Form 1 BCP 383
Celebrant ~ The Prayers of the People Form 1 is found on page 383 of your Book of Common Prayer.

Intercessor With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have
mercy."

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Presiding Bishop, +Sean; our Bishop, +Susan; and our priest, Lissie+; and for all clergy and
people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city of Petersburg, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, in the air, or through outer space, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, including
Patsy Adams, Charles B., Joy B., Thomas B., Mike Barber, Jeff Binford, Amanda Bishop, Tricia
Cheek, Chris Cowan, Tom Davis, Andrew Fiteni, Texie Fowler, Nick Goodrich, Sarah

Greger, Fletcher Harrison, Marie Harrison, Tony Hartman, Nancy Holden, Nell Howard, Bob
Johnson, Karen Johnson, Mike Jones, Valerie Jones, Jamell Kitt, Jim LePore, Jr., Kevin M., Melody
Midgette, Christine Morlino, Laura Newman, Dave Norris, Susan Pugh, Bill Rawlings, Charlie
Rawlings, Bill Satagaj, Ted Simpson, Bill Southall, Liz Tatum, Juanita Teschner, Polly Williams, and
Kay Wray let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those in our parish cycle of prayer, including the Hall, Hallman and Hardy families, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy



For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ

our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Confession and Absolution BCP 360
The Peace BCP 360

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you

The Installation of Episcopal Church Women Officers

Presenter [ present to you Lee Boisseau and Linda Crocker who have been elected as officers of Christ

& Grace Episcopal Church Women.

Celebrant Are these women prepared by a commitment to Christ as Lord, and by a knowledge of their
duties to exercise their ministry to the honor of God and the well-being of the Church?

Presenter I believe that they are.

Celebrant Will you accept the responsibilities placed upon you and endeavor to discharge your duties of
leadership to the best of your ability?

Inductees 1 will, the Lord being my helper.

Celebrant In the Name of God, I admit you, as Officers of the Christ & Grace Episcopal Church
Women.



Celebrant I present Dr. Ann Ifekwunigwe who has been installed as President of the Diocesan Episcopal
Church Women to receive our blessing alongside our new Parish Officers.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

May God grant you peace and wisdom faithfully to exercise the duties of your office, and may the power
of the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you in your several ministries so you may grow in love and service
for the building up of the Body of Christ and the coming of God’s kingdom. This we ask in the name
of Christ, our Lord. Amen.

People Almighty and everlasting God, by whose spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer before you all
members of your Holy Church, that in our vocations and ministries we may devoutly serve you;
through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Celebrant We entrust you with the exercise of your respective office. Serve the Episcopal Church
Women of this church and this diocese. Be faithful, zealous, humble, and sincere in all your tasks; and
may the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless, preserve, and keep you in your work and in your worship
this day and evermore. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory Lord, make me an instrument Hal. H. Hopson
The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise
him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer C BCP 369

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets
in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and



skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us
the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and
with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in
their unending hymn:

Hymn S125 Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit,
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the
grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

AMEN.



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, BCP 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Hymn S155 Christ our Passover

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Communion

Hymn 314 Humbly I adore thee

The Post-Communion Prayer BCP 365

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

Hymn 537 Charist for the world we sing
The Dismissal BCP 366

Celebrant: Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the birth of our Savior.
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude If thou but trust in God J. S. Bach

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in memory of Doris Schwartz by her daughter,
Melanie Smith



WORSHIP MINISTERS
Eucharistic Ministers: Jonathan Shockley, Marwee Walsh
Audio/Visual: Bee Betts
Ushers: Kitty Gwaltney, Melanie Williamson
Vestry: Rick Talmage

WELCOME VISITORS
We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today.

If you would like to know more about our church, feel free to reach out to our Rector (lead priest),
Rev. Lissie Rhoton by email. Please also introduce yourself after the worship service. You may also fill
out an information card found in your pew and place it in the offering plate.

We are glad you are here.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Patsy Adams, Charles B., Joy B., Mike Barber, Jeff Binford, Amanda Bishop, Tricia Cheek, Chris
Cowan, Tom Davis, Andrew Fiteni, Texie Fowler, Nick Goodrich, Sarah Greger, Fletcher Harrison,
Marie Harrison, Tony Hartman, Nancy Holden, Nell Howard, Bob Johnson, Karen Johnson, Mike
Jones, Valerie Jones, Jamell Kitt, Melody Midgette, Christine Morlino, Laura Newman, Dave Norris,
Susan Pugh, Bill Rawlings, Charlie Rawlings, Bill Satagaj, Harrison Shumate, Ted Simpson, Bill
Southall, Liz Tatum, Juanita Teschner, Polly Williams, and Kay Wray.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall
Office Closed—Monday, February 17 for President’s Day
Adult Formation—Sundays @ 9:00am, Feb 23, “Ministry in the Military,” led by Rev. Lyde Andrews.
ECW Luncheon—February 20" @ Maria’s in Old Towne, RSVP to Susan Frazier
Ash Wednesday—March 5%, services at Noon and 6pm. Ashes to Go from 1:00-2:30pm in front of the
church.
Lenten Potlucks—Wednesdays @ 6:00pm, March 12-April 9, Bring your favorite dish to share.
Fellowship and Evening Prayer.
The Hope Center—February food needs are peanut butter and cereal.
Please join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist weekly.

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,

Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.org  ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org
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