The Feast of the Resurrection
The Great Vigil of Easter and Festive Holy Eucharist
Saturday, April 19 at 7:00pm
The Episcopal Church
In Petersburg, Colonial Heights, and Chester
Christ & Grace, St. John’s, St. John’s, St. Michael’s, St. Paul’s, and St. Stephen’s



During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able. Congregational responses are in bold.

All gather near the bell tower. The Great Vigil of Easter is the culmination of the sacred celebration of Holy Week and
the beginning of the celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection. It is the climax of the Christian Year and unfolds in Scripture,
psalm, Sacrament, and liturgy the story of redemption. It begins in darkness and proceeds to a joyous burst of light. It
begins in silence and proceeds to the glorious proclamation of the Paschal Alleluia. Of all the celebrations of the Church
Year, the Great Vigil of Easter is preeminent, for it alone vividly and dramatically portrays all that was, that is, and
that ever shall be in the drama of our redemption.

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

The “New Fire” symbolizes the Light of Christ coming back into the world. We light the Paschal Candle which burns
for the 50 days of Easter Season, and for all baptisms. In Greek, “Pascha” means Passover. Tonight is the Passover of
our Lord, delivering us from slavery to sin, and freedom from the fear of death.

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant, The Rev. Mary Margaret, says:

Dear friends in Christ; On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the
church invites her members dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the
Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory
over death.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Celebrant O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light:
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with
pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is lit from the newly kindled five, and the Celebrant bearing the Candle leads the procession to the

church, pausing three times and singing:
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The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

The sanctuary is intentionally very dark. Any lights other than the Paschal Candle are for your comfort as you make
your way into the church and to your seats. When everyone is seated, the lights will dim even further. The candles
distributed to you are lighted from the Paschal Candle.

Then the Cantor, Timothy L. Hall, standing near the Candle, sings the Exsultet, as follows

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choir of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of
our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness
has been vanquished by our eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy
courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. All you who stand near this marvelous and
holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;
through Jesus Christ the Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God...
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The Lord be with  you.
L People

And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you,
the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the
true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood
delivered your faithful people. This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out
of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. This is the night, when all who believe
in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. This is the
night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. How wonderful
and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave
a Son. How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence
to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord.
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God. Holy Father,
accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to drive away
all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning - he who gives his
light to all creation, and who lives and reigns...
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for ev er and ev er. A - men.

THE SERVICE OF LESSONS

Celebrant ~ Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how God saved God’s people in ages past;
and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

The New Heavens & The New Earth: Revelation 21:1-5a  Cheryl Talley, St. Stephen’s, Petersburg
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

‘See, the home of God is among mortals.



He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

The Story of Creation: Genesis 1:1-2:3 The Rev. Buck Palmer, St. Paul’s, Petersburg
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that
were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day.

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the
seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them
be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,
to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across
the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind,
and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that



it was good.

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth,
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of
life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished
the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

The Sermon The Rev. Mary Margaret Winn
O blest Creator, source of light Hymn 28
The Call of Abraham: Genesis 12:1-4 Don Raybould, St. John’s, Chester

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land
that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

The Call of Moses: Exodus 3:1-12 Linda Thomas, St. Michael’s, Colonial Heights
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said,
‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!” And he said, ‘Here 1
am.” Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground.” He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said,



‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to
the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The
cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “‘Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall
be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
worship God on this mountain.’

Reader  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton
When Israel was in Egypt’s Land Hymn 648
The Call of Israel: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 Michael Maszaros, St. Paul’s, Petersburg

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me to
teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children
and your children’s children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees
and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel,
and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land
flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. Hear, O Israel:
The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie
down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

The Promise of God: Ezekiel 47:1-12 Damon Fowler, Christ & Grace, Petersburg
Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there, water was flowing from below the threshold
of the temple towards the east (for the temple faced east); and the water was flowing down from below the
south end of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me out by way of the north
gate, and led me round on the outside to the outer gate that faces towards the east; and the water was
coming out on the south side.

Going on eastwards with a cord in his hand, the man measured one thousand cubits, and then led me
through the water; and it was ankle-deep. Again, he measured one thousand, and led me through the water;
and it was knee-deep. Again, he measured one thousand, and led me through the water; and it was up to
the waist. Again, he measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross, for the water had
risen; it was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be crossed. He said to me, ‘Mortal, have you
seen this?’



Then he led me back along the bank of the river. As I came back, I saw on the bank of the river a great
many trees on one side and on the other. He said to me, ‘This water flows towards the eastern region and
goes down into the Arabah; and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant waters, the water will become
fresh. Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish,
once these waters reach there. It will become fresh; and everything will live where the river goes. People will
stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish
will be of a great many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. But its swamps and marshes will not become
fresh; they are to be left for salt. On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees
for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because
the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
People

The Rev. Sam Sheridan

The Sermon

Bless the Lord my soul Jacques Berthier

Walk in Newness of Life: Romans 6:3-13
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THE SERVICE OF WATER

Catherine Noakes, St. Michael’s, Colonial Heights

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our
old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives



to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do
not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

The Thanksgiving Over Water The Rev. Sam Sheridan
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant ~ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of
creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise.
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we
share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, in joyful obedience to
your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you,
and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The people are sprinkled with Holy Water to remember our baptism. Then all are invited to renew our baptismal vows:

Celebrant  Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death,
and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, as our Lenten observance ends, to renew
the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and
promised to serve God faithfully in God’s holy catholic Church.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows standing as you are able
Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

People 1 do.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People 1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People 1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness



of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in
the prayers?

People 1 will, with God's help.

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People 1 will, with God's help.

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People 1 will, with God's help.

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People 1 will, with God's help.

Celebrant Wil you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?

People 1 will, with God's help.

Celebrant  May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Gospel is processed in silence

Gospel: Luke 24:1-12 The Rev. Lyde Andrews
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came to the
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when
they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in
dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the
men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be
crucified, and on the third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb,
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an
idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he
saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

The lights come up throughout the assembly and chancel and the Celebrant, The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, says:
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! Repeat 3 times

The candles at the altar are now lit from the Paschal flame. Sanctus bells ring. Your baptism and New Life in God,

through Jesus Christ and sealed by the Spirit, is inextricably bound to Jesus’ death and Resurrection. It is now Easter,
and Jesus Christ is Lord.

Jesus Christ is risen today Hymn 207

The Collect of the Day



Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your
Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and
mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The Rew. Lyde Andrews and Sean Little, Christ & Grace, Petersburg
Celebrant Christ, we pray that you would hear our prayers, and graft in our minds the same mind that is in
you, that we might be vessels of your humility and grace.

Intercessor Lord Jesus, you emptied yourself, trading in the form of God for the form of a slave; we pray for
the Church, and all her people and ministers. Form us into a Church that empties itself for others, and
for you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, you were born in human likeness, and found in human form; we pray for the whole human
family, for the nations of the earth, and for all who live in the midst of disaster, famine, or terror. Lord in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, even after humbling yourself in your incarnation, you humbled yourself even to the point of
death; we pray for our nation, our leaders, and all the people who live within these borders. Bless us with
your humility. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, your humility and your love for us was so broad and deep, it cost you your life. We pray for
those who we love who have died, and as you were highly exalted, may they rest with you in glory. Lord in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

In your exaltation, O Lord, you were given the name that is above every name; we pray in your name for
those who are poor, those who are hungry, and those who are hurting in any way. Give them your grace.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We also pray, in your name O Lord, for those who are sick; give them the gift of healing, strength, and
life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Celebrant You humbled yourself in the manger, and you humbled yourself on the cross; and to you, O
Lord, we bend our knee with those above and those below, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Peace standing as you are able
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Greeting

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The offering collected tonight will benefit The Hope Center in Petersburg, who assists the residents of this town with
daily hot meals, a food and clothes pantry, and rent and utility assistance.

The Offertory Come, ye faithful R. S. Thatcher



The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)
The Great Thanksgiving, Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 1  standing as you are able
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The Lord be with you. And  al-so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy.
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have
redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us
to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:
Sanctus Hymn S125
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
standing or kneeling
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image
and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful
stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in
ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused
one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation
for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in
the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed
over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”



As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this
wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we
who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into
the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread Hymn S155

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Hymn 174
I am the bread of life Hymn 335
The Post-Communion Prayer standing as you are able

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who journey with us. So, be swift
to love, and make haste to be kind, and may the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be
upon you now and always. Amen.

He is risen! He is risen! Hymn 180
The Dismissal

Rev. Lyde Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Hallelujah from Messiah George Frederic Handel



