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We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins.
During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.
Those making presentations today are but a small number of those
involved in the life and ministry of Christ & Grace. We are endlessly
thankful for all those who worship and minister in this place,
bringing the Love of God to this community.

THE WORD OF GOD

Prelude on ‘St. Columba’ Harold Friedell
Hymn 577

Prelude
God is Love

Opening Acclamation standing as you are able

Canon  Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Canon  There is one Body and one Spirit;
People There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Canon  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People One God, Creator of all.

Canon  The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Canon  Let us pray.

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and
sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of
salvation; let the whole world see and know that things
which were cast down are being raised up, and things
which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him
through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The people are seated. The Wardens stand near The Rev. Canon
Mary Thorpe, who states the purpose of the gathering; and
concludes:

People of Christ & Grace Episcopal Church, you have
reflected on your ministry and discerned your choice
for a new Rector.

Wardens We have chosen and called The Rev. Lissie
Rhoton to be our Rector, and she has accepted.

Canon I commend your choice and affirm this call.

The Letter of Institution is read. The Bishop continues:

Are you, the people of Christ & Grace Episcopal
Church, ready to continue in your ministry, with Lissie
as your priest!

We are.

The Wardens escort the Priest from the nave to the front of the
assembly.

People

Representatives of Formation and Lay Readers present the Gospel
Book. Addressing the rector, they say:

Lissie, with this Bible we proclaim and hear God’s
living Word. Join us in the ministry of telling the
Good News to the World.

Amen. Let us hear the Good News of salvation.

First Reading: Jeremiah 29:4-7

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all
those whom 1 have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon:
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat

Rector

what they produce. Take wives and have sons and
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek
the welfare of the city where I have sent you, and pray
to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find

your peace.
Reader ~ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People Thanks be to God.

Representatives of Worship and Music present a Hymnal and bell.
Addressing the rector, they say:

Lissie, we worship God with hearts of thankfulness
and praise, lifting our voices and praising God with
instrument and song. Join us to ring out God’s praise
in this holy place.

Rector Amen. Let us continually lift our song to God.

Psalm 133 & 134
Anglican Chant by Richard Farrant, Sung by the Choir

133 Ecce, quam bonum!
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is,
when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head
that runs down upon the beard,
3 Upon the beard of Aaron,
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4 It is like the dew of Hermon
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing:

life for evermore.

134 Ecce nunc
1 Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the LORD,
you that stand by night in the house of the LORD.
2 Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the LORD;
the LORD who made heaven and earth bless you
out of Zion.



Second Reading: Philippians 2:4-11
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but
to the interests of others. Let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to
be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being
born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the
point of death—even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father.
Reader ~ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
People Thanks be to God.

Representatives bring symbols of our Outreach programs.
Addressing the rector, they say:

Lissie, we follow where Jesus has led, reaching out to
all those God has created to bring healing and
wholeness to our broken world. Join us in service to
our community creating bonds of partnership and
peace.

Rector Amen. Let us love and be loved by all our
neighbors, humbling ourselves to give and receive.

Hymn 602

Jesu. Jesu

Gospel: John 15:9-16

Rector The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide
in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that
you love one another as I have loved you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I
have called you friends, because I have made known to
you everything that I have heard from my Father. You

did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Rev. Rick Vinson

Representatives who do the daily work of the church (Altar Guild,
AV, Brass Polishers, Communications, Office Work) bring the
water to be blessed. Addressing the Rector, they say:

Lissie, many are the hands who do the unseen work of
the church, preparing and serving behind the scenes to
make real the mission of God in our community. Join
us in the day-to-day work of the church.

Rector

People

The Sermon

Rector Amen. May we serve always as we have been
served in Christ.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows standing as you are able
Lissie; people of Christ & Grace: in Holy
Baptism we received full adoption through God’s grace
and full empowerment for ministry through the Holy
Spirit. Will you work together as partners in the mission
of the Church, to reconcile all people to God through
Christ?
People

Canon

We will, with God’s help.
Canon  The water of baptism signifies our eternal
covenant with God. In it we are buried with Christ in
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it
we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, in joyful
obedience to Christ, we bring into his fellowship all
those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Water is poured into the font and the Canon blesses the water.
We pray you, O God, sanctify this water by the power
of your Holy Spirit, that all who in baptism are
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for
ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

Rector ~ Let us renew the solemn promises and vows
of Holy Baptism, by which we renounce
Satan and all his works, and promise to serve
God faithfully in God’s holy catholic Church.

Canon Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and
renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

People 1 do.

Canon Do you believe in God the Father?

People 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Canon Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of

God?



People

Canon

People

Canon

People

Canon

People

Canon

People

Canon
People

Canon

People

Canon

We know that Christ is raised

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and
in the prayers’
We will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,
whenever you fall into sin, repent and return
to the Lord?
We will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the
Good News of God in Christ?
We will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbor as yourself?
We will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all
people, and respect the dignity of every human
being?
We will, with God’s help.
May Almighty God, who has given us a new
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, bestowed
upon us the forgiveness of sins, and called us
to ministry in Jesus Christ, keep us in eternal
life by his grace; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn 296

As the hymn is sung, the congregation may be sprinkled with the

water.

The Prayers

Representatives of Intercessors bring a Book of Common Prayer.
Addressing the rector, they say:

Lissie, with all our hearts we offer our prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings to God. Join us as we
cry out to God and rest in God’s loving embrace.

Rector Amen. In the Spirit of God, who searches the
heart and knows our deepest needs, let us pray for the

Church,

healing.

the world, and all who yearn for Christ’s

A Litany of God’s Mission for the Church

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People
Intercessor
People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor
People
Intercessor
People
Intercessor
People
Intercessor
People

Intercessor

People

Holy God, in whom all things in heaven and
earth have their being,

Have mercy on us.

Jesus the Christ, through whom the world is
reconciled to the Father,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Spirit, whose glory fills the world and
searches the depths of God,

Have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God,

Have mercy on us.

From blind hearts and petty spirits that refuse
to see our need for your love,

Savior, deliver us.

From pride, self-sufficiency, and the
unwillingness to admit our own need of your
compassion,

Savior, deliver us.

From discouragement in the face of pain and
disappointment, and from lack of persistence
and thoroughness,

Savior, deliver us.

From ignorance, apathy, and complacency
that prevent us from spreading the Gospel,
Savior, deliver us.

O God, we pray for the gifts of ministry.
Inspire our minds with a vision of your
kingdom in this time and place.

Hear us, O Christ.

Open our eyes, that we may see your glory in
all creation.

Hear us, O Christ.

Open our ears, that we may hear from every
mouth the hunger for hope and stories of
refreshment.

Hear us, O Christ.



Intercessor Open our lips, that we may tell in every
tongue the wonderful works of God.

People Hear us, O Christ.

Intercessor Open our hearts, that we may discern the

work to which you call us.

Hear us, O Christ.

Intercessor Send us with your Good News into our

neighborhoods, communities, and all parts of

the world.

Hear us, O Christ.

Intercessor  Strengthen us, that we may each accomplish

People

People

the work you give us to do.
Hear us, O Christ.

Intercessor Sustain and encourage all who minister in

People

your name in lonely, dangerous, and
unresponsive places.
People Hear us, O Christ.
Intercessor Open the hearts and hands of many to
support your Church in this and every place.
Hear us, O Christ.
Canon O God of unchangeable power and eternal
light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working

People

of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of
salvation; let the whole world see and know that things
which were cast down are being raised up, and things
which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him
through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Representatives of Episcopal Church Women, Fellowship,
Hospitality, and Ushers bring symbols of our ministry. Addressing
the rector, they say:

Lissie, as we will soon be fed, so we invite others to
join us at God’s Table, and celebrate with joy the
fellowship of God’s Love. Join us in welcoming all to
the Feast.

Rector Amen. Let us welcome as we are welcomed.

The Peace

The new Rector says to the people
The Peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

standing as you are able

The Canon says to the people
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet one another in the peace of Christ.

Greeting and Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Representatives bring symbols of the Convocation and the Diocese
of Southern Virginia. Addressing the rector, they say:

Lissie, as we gather at our diverse altars across the
Diocese, may we always celebrate the single feast which
joins us past, present, and yet to come in all times and
all places. Join us in proclaiming Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection until he comes again.

Rector Amen. Let us be united at the feast of the Lamb.
The Offertory Christ Hath a Garden Gerald Near
The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him,

all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly
host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

All Vestry gather the collected items to place beneath the altar
during the doxology. The Wardens address the Rector, saying:

Lissie, we offer all of ourselves to God, the God who
takes our humble gifts of bread and wine and gives us
the Body and Blood of Christ. Join us this Table where
every gift is multiplied thirty, sixty, or a hundred-fold.

Rector Amen. Let us rejoice in the Giver of every good
gift.

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer D standing as able

L Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And  al-so with you.
Celebrant People
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to the Lord

Let us give thanks our God.

People ~
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to give him thanks and praise.

It is right

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you
thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for
ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you
made all things and fill them with your blessing; you
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your
radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you
to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of
your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining
with them, and giving voice to every creature under
heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we
sing,



Sanctus Hymn S125
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your
mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed
us in your own image, giving the whole world into our
care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might
rule and When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon

serve all your creatures.
us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our
help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again
and again you called us into covenant with you, and
through the prophets you taught us to hope for

salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness
of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior.
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose
he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave,
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for
him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit,
his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his
work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the
sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you,
his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with
them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our
redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and
ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given

us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless
you.

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,

and we pray to you, Lord our God.
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your
Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts,
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for
your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become
one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to
the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal

its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the
Blessed Mother Mary, with patriarchs and matriarchs,
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who
have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you
in union with them and give you glory through your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all
honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and
ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are
bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover Hymn S155
The Communion
I come with joy Hymn 304



The Post-Communion Prayer
Canon Let us pray.

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in
your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send
us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we
may proclaim your love to the world and continue in
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Canon We have celebrated this new pastoral relationship
and the ministry of Christ & Grace in the great prayer
of the Church. Lissie, I commend to your love and care
the people of Christ & Grace. Beloved in Christ, I
commend to your love and care your new Rector,
colleague, and friend, Lissie.

People Amen. Let us always seek to love as God first
loved us.

The Blessing

Life is short and we do not have much time to
gladden the hearts of those who journey with us. So,
be swift to love, and make haste to be kind, and may
the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit, be among you now and always. Amen.

Hymn 657

Rector

Love divine, all loves excelling

The Dismissal
Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the
world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

Rector

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Postlude Hymn to Joy Michael Burkhardt
WORSHIP MINISTERS

Lay Readers: Bee Betts, Marwee Walsh
Audio/Visual: Lee Adams
Ushers: Jim Hunter, Amanda Lupold,
Vestry: Louis Malon

All are invited to join us in Lackey Hall for a celebratory reception.



The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,
Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.org ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org

https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg
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