Christ & Grace Episcopal Church

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality
Holy Eucharist- October 19, 2025 - 10:00am

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude Concerto for Two Trumpets Antonio Vivaldi
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven Hymn 410

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Song of Praise Hymn S236

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the
works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the
confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah
with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. And just as I have watched over them to pluck up and
break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, says
the Lord. In those days they shall no longer say:

"The parents have eaten sour grapes,

and the children's teeth are set on edge."

But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set on edge.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt~ a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the Lord," for



they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity,
and remember their sin no more.

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:97-104
97 Oh, how I love your law! *
all the day long it is in my mind.

98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, *
and it is always with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, *
for your decrees are my study.

100 I am wiser than the elders, *
because I observe your commandments.

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, *
that I may keep your word.

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, *
because you yourself have taught me.

103 How sweet are your words to my taste!
they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; *
therefore I hate every lying way.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned
it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may
be proficient, equipped for every good work.

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of
his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in
teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching
ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander away to myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do
the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Spread, O spread thou mighty word Hymn 530

The Gospel: Luke 18:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.



People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told his disciples a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, "In a
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was
a widow who kept coming to him and saying, * Grant me justice against my opponent.' For a while he
refused; but later he said to himself, * Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming." And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Let us raise our voices in prayer and praise, thanking God for the opportunity to tell out our souls in joy.

O God, you pour unnumbered blessing upon your Church, forming and shaping us as the Body of
Christ. Strengthen this congregation here present, especially the Geisz, Grossman, and Gwaltney families;
our Presiding Bishop, Sean; our Bishop, Susan; and our Rector, Lissie; that we may always trust your
promises and walk in the Kingdom of God. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, powers and dominions lay their glory aside in the face of your great goodness. May our nation
and all nations humble themselves before your justice, that all may find healing and wholeness in your
reign. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, you feed the hungry and lift the humble. May we walk in your loving-kindness, caring for friends
and enemies alike, until your Kingdom comes on earth as in heaven.



Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, your mercy is sure from age to age. Bring healing to all who are sick, isolated, or in despair,
especially Andy Anderson, Mike Barber, Tommy Beckwith, Jeff Binford, Taylor Brooks, Bill Crowder,
Jennifer Davis, Samantha Ellis, Andrew Fiteni, Texie Fowler, Sarah Greger, Tony Hartman, Nell
Howard, Bill Irving, Bob Johnson, Scott Mann, Barbra McLean, Melody Midgette, Brett Milstead,
Karen Murphy, Dave Norris, Rosemary Piccolo, Charlie Rawlings, Nancy Rawlings, Bill Satagaj,
Harrison Shumate, Bill Southall, Barbara T., Maureen Taylor, Dick Turner, Polly Williams, Elaine
Woodard, and Margery Wright.

May our hands and hearts show forth your love as we care for these and all in need of your healing grace.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God our Savior, your promise is firm now and in the age to come. Grant all who have died an entrance
into your love and joy, and comfort those who mourn. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, our hearts rejoice in your goodness and justice. We remember our many blessings before you
today and open our lips to tell them to our children’s children forevermore. Tell out, my soul, the
greatness of the Lord.

Celebrant O God of abundance, who has planted us in this congregation and sustains us and all creation
day by day, grow us in your grace, that we may become more fully the people you have called us to be;
that we may flourish by your faith in us; and that we may accomplish your will with the gifts you have
given us; in the power of the Spirit through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

The Confession
Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God. Silence

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory God Is Our Refuge Allen Pote

The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer A BCP 361
Sursum Corda Hymn S120

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.

[t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus
Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Hymn S125

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover Hymn S155
The Communion

I want to walk as a child of the light Hymn 490
The Post-Communion Prayer BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and
heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.

O Zion, haste Hymn 539

The Dismissal BCP 366
Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke



The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God and in memory of my
God-parents, Nancy & Ben Giminaro by Melanie Smith

WORSHIP MINISTERS
Eucharistic Ministers: Liz Richardson, Jonathan Shockley
Audio/Visual: Bee Betts
Ushers: Dixie & Boston Lackey
Vestry: Laraine Smith

GUEST MUSICIANS
We are pleased to welcome guest musicians,
Jack Price and Steven Fenick, Trumpeters.
Special thanks to our Parish Choir for their gift of music.

BIG BREAKFAST
A special thanks to everyone preparing today’s feast including
Gisela White, Kitty Gwaltney, Barbara Daub,
Marwee Walsh, Kathy Ferguson, Susan Frazier,
Dixie Lackey, Linda Crocker, Rick Talmage,
MaryBeth Bristow, and BG Brinkley

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall

Clergy Conference—Rev. Lissie is away at Clergy Conference Oct 20-22. We will not have Bible Study
or Noon Eucharist this week. Please call her at 770-547-6520 with any pastoral emergencies.
Stewardship—Tell out, my soul! Christ & Grace blesses our lives in so many ways. In this season of
stewardship, we ask you to prayerfully consider how you might respond in gratitude.
Church Directory—We are making a new church directory! Sign up following the service or using the
link in your eNews to have your picture taken on October 28 or 29. Participating families will receive a
free 8x10 photo and a directory.
ECW Pecan Sale— Order by November 2™ in person or on-ine. $13 per bag for the Mammoth, Large
pecans, or Deluxe Mixed nuts and $15 per bag for the Chocolate Amaretto pecans. Pick-up is in mid-
November.
ECW Ornament Sale— The second edition of church ornaments is now available. The cost is $20 ea
and can be purchased in Lackey Hall
Sign up for the Christmas Pageant—If you have a child or grandchild who would like to participate in
the Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve at 4pm, please sign up outside Lackey Hall
Sunday School—Join us at 9am on Sunday mornings. Next week, Homegrown Saints: Making an Icon.

Tuesday’s Bible Study and Noon Eucharist are cancelled for October 2 1*.



UPCOMING SERVICES

November 9 @ 5:30pm—Celtic Service with music to start at 5:15pm and a reception to follow
December 21 @ 3:00pm—The Joy of Christmas: Carols for a Cause benefitting the Hope Center.
December 24 @ 4:00pm—Christmas Eve Service & Pageant
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WELCOME VISITORS
We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today.
If you would like to know more about our church, please introduce yourself to Rev. Lissie following the
service or feel free to send her an email.
We are glad you are here.

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,
Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.org ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org
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