Christ & Grace Episcopal Church

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality
Holy Eucharist- November 16, 2025 - 10:00am

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude Adagio (Sonata 1) Felix Mendelssohn
O God of every nation Hymn 607

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Song of Praise Hymn S236

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered

or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no
more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an
infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a
hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered
accursed.

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not
build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days
of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain,
or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD-~and their descendants as
well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall
feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent- its food shall be dust! They shall not
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD.



Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who
are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves
know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone's
bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not
burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example
to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work
should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work.
Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn

their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.
Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Awake, my soul

The Gospel: Luke 21:5-19
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Hymn 679

Hymn 11



When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts
dedicated to God, Jesus said, "As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone
will be left upon another; all will be thrown down."

They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take
place’" And he said, "Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, "I
am he!' and, " The time is near!' Do not go after them.

"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place
first, but the end will not follow immediately." Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name.
This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in
advance; for [ will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand
or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they
will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your
head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls."

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Let us raise our voices in prayer and praise, thanking God for the opportunity to tell out our souls in joy.

O God, you pour unnumbered blessing upon your Church, forming and shaping us as the Body of
Christ. Strengthen this congregation here present, especially the Ifekwunigwe, Jeter, and Johnson



families; the Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah; our Presiding Bishop, Sean; our Bishop, Susan; our
Rector, Lissie; and our Aspirant for the Diaconate, Bee Betts; that we may always trust your promises and
walk in the Kingdom of God. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, powers and dominions lay their glory aside in the face of your great goodness. May our nation
and all nations humble themselves before your justice, that all may find healing and wholeness in your
reign. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, you feed the hungry and lift the humble. May we walk in your loving-kindness, caring for friends
and enemies alike, until your Kingdom comes on earth as in heaven.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, your mercy is sure from age to age. Bring healing to all who are sick, isolated, or in despair,
especially Andy Anderson, Kitty B., Mike Barber, Tommy Beckwith, Jeff Binford, Taylor Brooks, Bill
Crowder, Jennifer Davis, Samantha Ellis, Andrew Fiteni, Texie Fowler, Sarah Greger, Tony Hartman,
Gerry Higgins, Nell Howard, Bill Irving, Karen Johnson, Barbra McLean, Melody Midgette, Brett
Milstead, Karen Murphy, Dave Norris, Rosemary Piccolo, Charlie Rawlings, Nancy Rawlings, Bill
Satagaj, Harrison Shumate, Bill Southall, Barbara T., Maureen Taylor, Betty Ann Tucker, Dick Turner,
Linda Watanabe, Polly Williams, Elaine Woodard, and Margery Wright. May our hands and hearts
show forth your love as we care for these and all in need of your healing grace.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God our Savior, your promise is firm now and, in the age, to come. Grant all who have died an
entrance into your love and joy, and comfort those who mourn.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

O God, our hearts rejoice in your goodness and justice. We remember our many blessings before you
today and open our lips to tell them to our children’s children forevermore.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.

Celebrant O God of abundance, who has planted us in this congregation and sustains us and all
creation day by day, grow us in your grace, that we may become more fully the people you have called us
to be; that we may flourish by your faith in us; and that we may accomplish your will with the gifts you
have given us; in the power of the Spirit through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

The Confession
Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God. Silence

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;



that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory Jesu, the very thought of thee Simon Lole

The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer A BCP 361

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

[t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus
Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:
Sanctus Hymn S125
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover Hymn S155
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Christ our Passover is sacriticed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Communion

“Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee Hymn 615

The Post-Communion Prayer BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and
heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.



O day of God, draw nigh Hymn 601

The Dismissal BCP 366
Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Trumpet Tune Henry Purcell

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of Nick Riggs and Mac McClurg by Ann Riggs.

WORSHIP MINISTERS
Eucharistic Ministers: Bee Betts, Laraine Smith
Audio/Visual: Sean Little
Ushers: Kay Spain, Bob Holleman
Vestry: Susan Frazier

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall
Thanksgiving at Richard Bland—Please sign up outside Lackey Hall to provide food for a thanksgiving
meal at Richard Bland, Tuesday, November 25 at 3:00pm.
Stewardship—Tell out, my soul! Christ & Grace blesses our lives in so many ways. We will gather all
submitted pledge cards and bless them on November 23.
Greenery for Nov 30—We will make advent wreaths in Sunday School on Advent 1. I need a few
members to commit to bring greenery to use for those wreaths.
ECW Annual Bake Sale—Sunday, December 7th. If you are donating baked goods, please bring them
to the church from 10am - 2pm on Friday, December 5th or Saturday, December 6th.
ECW Ornament Sale— The second edition of church ornaments is now available. The cost is $20 each
and can be purchased in Lackey Hall.
Sign up for the Christmas Pageant—If you have a child or grandchild who would like to participate in
the Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve at 4pm, please sign up outside Lackey Hall.
The Hope Center—Bring gently used ornaments and linens (sheets, bath towels, kitchen towels) to
share with the Hope Center this Christmas. We are also collecting Men’s clothing. December food
needs: any non-perishable items.
Sunday School—Join us at 9am on Sunday mornings. Next week, Advent Hymns led by Timothy Hall.
Please join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist



UPCOMING SERVICES
December 21 @ 3:00pm—The Joy of Christmas: Carols for a Cause benefitting the Hope Center.
December 24 @ 4:00pm—Christmas Eve Service & Pageant
December 25 @ 10:00am—Christmas Day Service

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,

Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.ore ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org
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