Christ & Grace Episcopal Church

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality
Holy Eucharist- November 30, 2025 - 10:00am

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

At the sound of the bell, we invite you to center yourselves and enter into prayer through the music of the prelude.
During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude Sleepers awake! A wvoice is calling J. S. Bach

Lo, he comes, with clouds descending Hymn 57

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People You come to your people and set them free.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Litany for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath

v. O God, we light the first candle of Advent.

r. We kindle it in hope. We long for you to enter our world, and reign with compassion, justice,
and peace.

v. Your words do not pass away, and the Word you have spoken is for the life of the world.

r. Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people who trust in your love. By your
coming, raise us to share in the hope of your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven, now and for ever.
Amen.

Kyrie Hymn S96
The Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house



shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122 Plainsong, chanted by the Choir
1 I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the LORD."
2 Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
4 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, *
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the LORD.
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *
[ pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
[ will seek to do you good.

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and



drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding Hymn 59

The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For
as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so
too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will
be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People



In the hushed anticipation of your coming, O Lord, lead us with rejoicing in the light of your glory; that
we might be ready for your coming, and eager to pray:

Surely it is you, O God, who saves us. Come to your church, to your faithful people, and renew us,
especially Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Susan, our Bishop; Lissie, our
priest; Bee, our aspirant to the diaconate; and for all laity in the Church, especially the Lamb, Little, and
Lupold families, that we might live in your love. You are with us, O Emmanuel.

In your time, O Lord, a righteous branch sprang up to bring justice and righteousness in every land. We
pray for our nation, and all nations, that your peace would be manifest in every corner of the earth.
You are with us, O Emmanuel.

In your Kingdom, O Lord, even the wilderness and dry land are glad and rejoice. We pray that we would
care for the earth and all creation with the same love and care you show us, with eyes open to injustice,
oppression, and all kinds of destruction, to bring the healing balm of love.

You are with us, O Emmanuel.

You, O Lord, hold the springs of salvation; come bring your comfort to the poor, the sick, the vulnerable
and the fearful that they might draw your water with rejoicing. We pray for the special needs and concerns
of this congregation, remembering especially those who are in need of God’s healing grace: Andy
Anderson, Kitty B., Mike Barber, Tommy Beckwith, Jeff Binford, Taylor Brooks, Diane Christopher,
Bill Crowder, Jennifer Davis, Samantha Ellis, Andrew Fiteni, Texie Fowler, Sarah Greger, Tony
Hartman, Gerry Higgins, Nell Howard, Bill Irving, Karen Johnson, Barbra McLean, Melody Midgette,
Brett Milstead, Karen Murphy, Dave Norris, Rosemary Piccolo, Charlie Rawlings, Nancy Rawlings, Bill
Satagaj, Harrison Shumate, Bill Southall, Barbara T., Maureen Taylor, BettyAnn Tucker, Dick Turner,
Linda Watanabe, Polly Williams, Elaine Woodard, and Margery Wright.

You are with us, O Emmanuel.

In the fullness of time, O God, you sent your son, to be born of our sister Mary. We thank you for your
presence among us, and we pray that you might be always present with those whom we love but see no
longer. You are with us, O Emmanuel.

Celebrant O God, you do great things for us; you hear our prayers, you bring us your salvation, you give
us the gift of your son, and holy is your Name. We know that you are with us, O Emmanuel. Amen.

The Confession
Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God. Silence

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory People, Look East! arr. Malcolm Archer
The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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It is righ to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Hymn S130
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, [x2]
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. [x2]
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. [x2]

standing or kneeling

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin



Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Agnus Dei Hymn S164
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy upon us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy upon us.

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: give us your peace, give us your peace.

The Communion

Once he came in blessing Hymn 53



The Post-Communion Prayer BCP 365

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us

as living members of your son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace that heals division. God of hope, who
brought joy into this world, be the joy that gladdens our hearts. God of hope, who brought love into
this world, be the love that dwells between us. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

The King shall come when morning dawns Hymn 73

The Dismissal BCP 366
Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Savior of the nations, come (BWV 599) ].S. Bach

The Advent greenery is offered to the glory of God

WORSHIP MINISTERS
Eucharistic Ministers: Kemper Brinkley, Liz Richardson
Audio/Visual: Jonathan Shockley
Ushers: Carolyn & Jimmy Thacker
Vestry: Amanda Lupold

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall
ECW Bake Sale—Sunday, December 7™. If you are donating baked goods, please bring them to the
church from 10am - 2pm on Friday, December 5th or Saturday, December 6th.
Angel Tree—
Formation Committee—meets December 14 after service.
Christmas Dedications—Poinsettia dedications will be accepted through Nov 30™. Each plant will be $20.
Order forms are outside Lackey Hall and Robin’s office.



ECW Ornament Sale—The second edition of church ornaments is now available. The cost is $20 each
and can be purchased in Lackey Hall.
Sign up for the Christmas Pageant—If you have a child or grandchild who would like to participate in
the Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve at 4pm, please sign up outside Lackey Hall.
The Hope Center—Accepting gently used ornaments, linens, clothing, and housewares. December food
needs: any non-perishable items.
Sunday School—Join us at 9am on Sunday mornings. Next week, Hannukah led by Michael Packer
from Congregation Brith Achim.

Please join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist

UPCOMING SERVICES
December 21 @ 3:00pm—The Joy of Christmas: Carols for a Cause benefitting the Hope Center.
December 24 @ 4:00pm—Christmas Eve Service & Pageant
December 25 @ 10:00am—Christmas Day Service
December 28 @ 10:00am—Christmas Lessons & Carols

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,
Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.org ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org



mailto:THall@christandgrace.org
mailto:ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org
http://www.christandgrace.org/

