
We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able. 
 

Prelude                           The First Noel                  Traditional
                      Parish Handbell Choir; Tim Richardson, Director 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

Hymn 102                            Once in Royal David’s City 
 

Then, all standing, this bidding prayer is said. 
 

Beloved in Christ, this day it is our duty and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of 
the angels, and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, and see this thing which has come to pass, and 
the Babe, lying in the manger. Therefore, let us hear again from Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days until the glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child; and let 
us make this house of prayer glad with our carols of praise. But first, because this of all things would 
rejoice Jesus’ heart, let us pray to him for the needs of the whole world, and all his people; for peace 
upon the earth he came to save, for love and unity within the one Church he did build; for goodwill 
among all peoples. And particularly at this time, let us remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the 
oppressed; the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; 
and all who know not our Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that 
multitude who no one can number, whose hope is in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this 
Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of 
heaven, in the words that Christ himself has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
May the almighty God bless us with divine grace, may Christ give us the joy of everlasting life, and unto 
the fellowship of the citizens above, may the Spirit of Love bring us all. Amen.   
 

Christ & Grace Episcopal Church 
Our mission:  Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality 

A Festival of Lessons & Carols – December 29, 2025 - 10:00am 
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 



First Lesson           GENESIS 1: 26-31                                    Kemper Brinkley          
God creates humankind in God’s own image, inviting humankind to steward creation. 

Hymn 91  Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light 
 
 

Second Lesson                             GENESIS 12: 1-4                            Martha Burton 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 

Hymn 82  Of the Father’s love begotten 
 
  

 Third Lesson                                  ISAIAH 9: 2-7                 Damon Fowler           
The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 

Hymn 81   Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 
     

Fourth Lesson                                    MICAH 5: 2-5a                  Lee Boisseau 
The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem. 

Hymn 78  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
               

Fifth Lesson                                LUKE 1: 28-47                  Liz Richardson 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Hymn 265  The angel Gabriel from heaven came 
 

Sixth Lesson                                        LUKE 2: 1-7          Laraine Smith               
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

Hymn 112  In the bleak midwinter 
 

Seventh Lesson                                    LUKE 2: 8-16               Marwee Walsh 
The shepherds go to the manger. 

Hymn 99  Go, tell it on the mountain 
 
Eighth Lesson                             MATTHEW 2: 1-11                Jonathan Shockley 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
Hymn 128  We Three Kings of Orient Are 

 
Ninth Lesson (all stand)                              JOHN 1: 1-14                         The Rev. Lissie Rhoton 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
Hymn 87  Hark! The herald angels sing 

       
    
 

 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus Christ: 
Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, 



when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing   
May Jesus who by his Incarnation, gathered into one, things earthly and heavenly, grant you the fullness 
of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Hymn 93                          Angels from the realms of glory 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 Postlude           In Excelsis Deo                   E. J. Lorenz 
 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Ann & Jimmy Rosenstock  
by their sons, Jim and Jack  

 
 

WORSHIP MINISTERS 
Audio/Visual: Bee Betts 

Ushers: Bob Holleman, Kay Spain 
Vestry: Angela Baldwin 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 Andy Anderson, Kitty B., Guy Becker, Tommy Beckwith, Jeff Binford, Taylor Brooks,   
 Linda Crocker, Bill Crowder, Jennifer Davis, Samantha Ellis, Andrew Fiteni, Texie Fowler,  
 Sarah Greger, Sam Grossman, Tony Hartman, Gerry Higgins, Nell Howard, Bill Irving,  
 Karen Johnson, Samantha Keophia, Barbra McLean, Melody Midgette, Montana Miller,  
 Brett Milstead, Karen Murphy, Dave Norris, Elayne Pagano, Mark Pagano, Rosemary Piccolo,  
 Charlie Rawlings, Nancy Rawlings, Mark Richardson, Harrison Shumate, Bill Southall,  
 Barbara T., Maureen Taylor, Dick Turner, Linda Watanabe, Polly Williams, Elaine Woodard,  
 and Margery Wright.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 WELCOME VISITORS 
We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today. 

If you would like to know more about our church, feel free to reach out to our Rector (lead priest), 
Rev. Lissie Rhoton by email. Please also introduce yourself after the worship service. You may also fill 

out an information card found in your pew and place it in  
the offering plate. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall. 

Adult Formation, Sundays @ 9:00am—Returning January 11 with “What is Baptism?”  
         led by Rev. Lissie 
 

Office Closed, through January 1—Happy Holidays! 
If you have a pastoral emergency over the holidays, please call Rev. Lissie at 770-547-6520. 

Please join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist  
returning on January 6. 

 
 
 
 

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector 
LRhoton@christandgrace.org 

 
Timothy L. Hall,              Robin A. Magee, 

Organist & Choirmaster               Parish Administrator 
THall@christandgrace.org      ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org 

 
1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805    

(804) 733-7202 www.christandgrace.org 
https://www.facebook.com/ChristandGracePetersburg  
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