Christ & Grace Episcopal Church

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality
Holy Eucharist- March 1, 2026 - 10:00am

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude Beautiful Savior arr. Dale Wood

The God of Abraham praise Hymn 401

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People God’s mercy endures for ever.
Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."
Mark 12:29-31

The Confession
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins to God. Silence
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,

in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Kyrie eleison Hymn S91

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways,
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable



truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I
will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The LORD himself watches over you; *
the LORD is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night.

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the
scripture say! “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many



nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

How firm a foundation Hymn 637

The Gospel: John 3:1-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs
that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can
see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be!” Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things! No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form 111 BCP 388
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church:
That we all may be one.

In our parish cycle of prayer we remember the Riggs, Roney, and Rosenstock families.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Sean, our presiding bishop, Susan, our bishop, Lissie, our rector, and Bee, our aspirant
to the diaconate. We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially Jennifer Davis, Texie Fowler, Mark Pagano,
Leonard Phillips, Marion Simpson, and Barbara T.

Celebrant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies,
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of
souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory God so loved the world John Stainer

The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer 1

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of
mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have
redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit, you replenish us and call us
to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Sanctus Hymn S114

standing or kneeling in body or heart

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image
and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your
faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in
the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet
you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the
fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed
over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this
wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that
we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring
us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and
yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Agnus Dei Hymn S158
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

The Communion

Oh, Glory! Hall Johnson

The Post-Communion Prayer BCP 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us

as living members of your son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing



Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from all
their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind; and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Lift high the cross Hymn 473

The Dismissal BCP 366
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

WORSHIP MINISTERS

Eucharistic Jim Hunter, Erica Roney
Soloist: RaJahanni Savary
Audio/Visual: Jonathan Shockley
Ushers: Cat Richardson, Lee Boisseau
Vestry: Samantha Ellis

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall.
Wednesdays in Lent— Potluck Dinner @ 6:00pm, Feb 25—Mar 25, Bring your favorite dish to share.
Fellowship and Evening Prayer.
Order your Easter flowers by March 15th. Use the form found outside of Lackey
Daylight Savings Time starts Sunday, March 8. Set your clocks forward or you will miss the service!
The Hope Center— March needs: 1 1b bags of rice, pasta sauce, soup, and sturdy, re-usable grocery bags.
Sunday School— Join us next week @ 9:00am—Lenten Study: Ruth, A Study of Hesed, led by Rev. Lissie

Please join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist.

UPCOMING SERVICES
March 1 @ 5:30pm—Lenten Celtic Service
April 1 @ 7:00pm—Tenebrae, a service of light and darkness guided by sacred readings
April 2 @ 7:00pm—Maundy Thursday, Eucharist with solemn stripping of the altar
April 3 @ Noon—Good Friday, a service of Jesus’ Passion and meditations on the cross
April 4 @ 7:00pm—Easter Vigil @ St. Paul’s, a joint service of Eucharist with lighting of the new fire



The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,
Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.org ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org
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