
 
 
 

 
Easter Morning, by Jen Norton 

 

Christ & Grace Episcopal Church 
Our mission:  Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality 

Holy Eucharist Rite II – April 5, 2026 - 10:00am 
EASTER SUNDAY  



We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able. 
You can get a small bell from the ushers as you enter to ring anytime there is an “Alleluia” throughout the service. This displays our joy 
at the resurrection of our Lord and the defeat of death.  

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prelude  Minuet from Water Music (HWV 349)           George Frederic Handel 
 Te Deum Prelude Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
 Adagio (SymphonieV) Charles-Marie Widor 
 Fugue in C Major (BWV 547b) Johann Sebastian Bach 

Welcome, happy morning!  Hymn 179  
 

Opening Acclamation  standing in body or spirit       
Celebrant   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People       The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis Hymn S278  

 
The Collect of the Day    
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to 
us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's 
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:1-6 
At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be 
my people. Thus says the LORD: 
The people who survived the sword 

found grace in the wilderness; 
when Israel sought for rest, 

the LORD appeared to him from far away. 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
Again, I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! 

Again, you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
Again, you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; 



the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. 
For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: 

“Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.” 
Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  Anglican chant by G. T. Thalben-Ball, Sung by the Choir 
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." 
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * 

and he has become my salvation. 
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory* 

in the tents of the righteous: 
16 "The right hand of the LORD has 

triumphed! * 
the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
The right hand of the LORD has 
triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the LORD. 

18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to 
the LORD. 

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered 
me * 
and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected* 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the LORD's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it 

 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God.   

 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Hymn 174  
 

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 standing in body or spirit   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 



men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the 
tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Repeat x3       
Children’s Message 

The Sermon The Rev. Lissie Rhoton 

The Nicene Creed standing in body and spirit       
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People standing or kneeling in body or spirit 
Christ has burst through the tomb of death, victorious over its power, revealing the triumph of life 
over every suffering. In thanksgiving, we offer our prayers, responding, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 
 

In thanksgiving for the resurrection of Jesus, who empties our spiritual tombs and reveals the way 
to abundant life; let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

For the leaders of the nations, that they may guide the world to a greater fulfillment of its quest for 
freedom, justice, and peace; let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

For the innocent in troubled places and wherever strife stifles harmony, that the actions of the 
global community may free all who are suffering or imprisoned unjustly; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

For the Church especially Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Susan, 
our bishop; Lissie, our rector; and Bee, our aspirant to the diaconate; and for each of us, that we 
may embrace the mystery of Easter, and give witness to the living Christ in our midst; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 



In thanksgiving for all who have gathered here today to share in this Holy Eucharist, that we may 
each be changed by the message of new life, and the Food of eternal hope, growing richly and fully 
into the forgiving compassion of Jesus; let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, those who have left us an inheritance of God’s blessings, 
and who now join in the chorus of angels and saints in paradise; let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

Christ, Morning Star, shine in us and through us as we pray for those closest to us, especially, 
Stanley Crawley, Jennifer Davis, Texie Fowler, Nell Howard, Bob Johnson, Elayne Pagano, Mark 
Pagano, Tread Treadway, and Margery Wright 
 

Celebrant: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

The Peace     standing in body or spirit  
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People         And also with you. 
 

Greeting and Announcements  

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Offertory Christ the Lord is Risen Again Philip W. J. Stopford 

The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer D     standing in body or spirit  

   
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of 
all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in 
the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night 
and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as 
we sing, 



Sanctus Hymn S125 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.                                                                          
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 
that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and 
through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.  

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. 
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. 
To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, 
and made the whole creation new.  

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring 
to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent 
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his 
coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we 
praise you and we bless you.  

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 
life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share 
this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise 
of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 



And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Mother Mary, with patriarchs and 
matriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in 
ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread        
Christ our Passover  Hymn S155 
 

The Communion 

Panis Angelicus (Bread of Angels)                          César Franck 
 

Hymn of Promise  Natalie Sleeth 
 

He is risen, he is risen!            Hymn 180 
 

 

The Post-Communion Prayer  standing or kneeling in body or spirit   
Celebrant  Let us pray.  

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Blessing 
Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who journey with us. 
So, be swift to love, and make haste to be kind, and may the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, be upon you now and always. Amen. 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today      Hymn 207 
 
 



The Dismissal              
Celebrant    Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People        Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude Hallelujah (Messiah) George Frideric Handel 
 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, April 6, and Rev. Lissie is on vacation Thursday, April 9.   
If you have a pastoral emergency, please call Rev. Lissie Rhoton at 770-547-6520. 

 
 

WORSHIP MINISTERS 
Lay Readers: Liz Richardson, Sean Little  

Audio/Visual: Bee Betts 
Ushers: Kathy & Rick Talmage, BeeGee & Kemper Brinkley 

Vestry: Jonathan Shockley 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We extend a warm welcome to our visitors today. 

If you would like to know more about our church, feel free to reach out to our Rector, Rev. Lissie 
Rhoton by email. You may also fill out an information card found in your pew and place it in the 

offering plate.  
We are glad you are here. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Join us after the service for an Easter egg hunt on the lawn. Light refreshments are available in 
the kitchen. Pansies are available for kids (and adults) of all ages, courtesy of Kathy Talmage. 
Adult Formation—Sundays @ 9:00am, April 12, “Christianity, Judaism, and the State of Israel: 
What does the Church believe about our relationship to Jews?,” led by The Rev. Lissie Rhoton 
The Hope Center—April food needs- canned corn, peanut butter, pasta sauce & reusable bags 

Join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist in the chancel. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

EASTER MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of: 
 

Ellen Moyer by Bee Betts 

Patsy Adams by Lee Boisseau 

Buckles Churn by BeeGee Brinkley & Kathy Ferguson 

Richard, Esther, & Kevin Bristow by MaryBeth 
Bristow 

Sherwood ‘Sonny’ Churn by Kathy Ferguson 

Harry & Sylvia Hall by the Hall family 

Gertrude Carlisle by the Hall family 

Cyrus & Kathleen Kirkpatrick by Timothy Hall 

Joyce Cain Simmons by Timothy Hall 

Joan Hult Lippincott by Timothy Hall 

Rev. Warren E. Fowler & Sidney Fowler by Timothy 
Hall & Damon Fowler 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Roper & Pretlow VanKeuren by 
their family 

Aaron Ifekwunigwe by Muriel Ifekwunigwe 

‘Bo’ Jenkins by his loving family 

Phyllis Little & Tom Davis by their family 

Adeline Stover & Mary Watanabe by their family 

Jim & Rhea Nixon by their family 

Leatha Sutphin Lupold by Amanda & Ray Lupold 

Walter & Jeanette Malec by Louis & Lucia Malon 

Louis & Margaret Malon by Louis & Lucia Malon 

Frank Miller, Katherine Miller & Norval Johnston by 
Althea Miller 

Jay Morriss by his family 

My parents, Harvey & Rose Ovellett by Elayne Pagano 

Oliver Pollard by his family 

Mac & Iris McClurg by Ann Riggs  

Nick Riggs by Ann Riggs 

Kenneth Bethel by Joan Mitchel 

Leona Strachan by Erica Roney  

Ellsworth Spain by Kay Spain 

William Hunter Banty by the Talmage family 

Mary Ellen Toombs by Jarratt & Laura Toombs 

David & Lucy Crittenden by Jarratt & Laura Toombs 

Larry C. Tucker by his wife & children 

Dr. Clyde W. Vick, Jr. by Barbara Vick & family 

Alline Copeland & Eugene G. Villeponteaux by Mary 
A. Villeponteaux 

Dr. & Mrs. William McNeil Turner by their family  

William Norval Walsh, Jr. by his family 

Mildred & James Newell Williamson, Sr. by their family 

To the glory of God and in honor of: 

Grace Winfree by Kathy Ferguson 

The Sunshine Sisters by Timothy Hall  

The Parish Choir by Timothy Hall 

Our five grandchildren by Timothy Hall & Damon 
Fowler 

My Grand & two Great-grandchildren by Valerie Jones 

 

The Miller family by Althea Miller 

BeeGee Brinkley by Beth Pollard 

Julian & his baby sister by Lissie & Chris Rhoton 

The people of Christ & Grace by Lissie & Chris 
Rhoton 

Helen Lou Riggs by Ann Riggs
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