
 

We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Prelude                   The Good Shepherd                          Dale Wood 
                          Easter people, raise your voices             arr. Bill Ingram 
                            Parish Handbell Choir; Tim Richardson, Director 

Christ is alive!                   Hymn 182  

 
 

Christ & Grace Episcopal Church 
Our mission:  Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality 

Holy Eucharist– April 26, 2026 - 10:00am 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 



The Opening Acclamation  
Celebrant   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People     The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis                  Hymn S278 

   



 
The Collect of the Day    
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may 
know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives 
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much 
time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved. 
Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People       Thanks be to God.   

Psalm 23                 Anglican chant by T. A. Walmisley, Sung by the Choir 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 



Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when 
you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for 
it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 “He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.”             
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted 
himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from 
sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like 
sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.                                     
Reader      The Word of the Lord.                              
People       Thanks be to God.                                   
 

The King of love my shepherd is                                             Hymn 645 

 
The Gospel: John 10:1-10                                            
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 



leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. 
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 
are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.                                                   
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon              The Rev. Lissie Rhoton 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People           stand or kneel in body or spirit 
We offer our prayers to Jesus, who is the Good Shepherd and guardian of our souls, responding to each 
petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 

For the parishes and missions of our diocese, that we will devote ourselves to the teaching and 
fellowship of Christ, to the breaking of bread, and the offering of prayers; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

That an outpouring of generosity will flow from the gratitude and thanksgiving that dwell in our hearts, 
moving the Church, the household of faith, to provide relief to those in any want or need; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

For all who exercise leadership, that their actions may reflect the ways of the Servant, who obedience to 
God released the power to overcome every darkness, and whose sacrifice opened the gates to eternity; 
let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  



In thanksgiving for our merciful Jesus, who loves us beyond our shame and guilt, frees us from the 
tombs of our past, and invites us to receive his gift of overwhelming forgiveness; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

That we may not fear the day of judgement, but entrust ourselves to the one who judges justly; let us 
pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

For all the faithful departed, who now behold the Lord Jesus in his risen glory; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ.  

In the Name of the One in whom we sing the triumphant strain, “Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,” let us pray 
especially for Texie Fowler, Nell Howard, Cecelia Kenny, David Kinzer, and Donald Temple. 

Celebrant: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

 

The Peace      
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And also with you. 

 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Offertory                 The heavens sing praise              Ludwig van Beethoven  
The Doxology                Hymn 380 (st. 3) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer D                                        BCP 372  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People     And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People     We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People     It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, 
you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your 
radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every 
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
 
 
 



Sanctus                                                          Hymn S125 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.                                                                          
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You 
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our 
Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you 
did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you 
we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you 
taught us to hope for salvation. Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent 
your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of 
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed 
death, and made the whole creation new. And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him 
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his 
work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent 
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in 
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we 
bless you.  

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these 
gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and 
cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. And grant that we may find our inheritance with 
the Blessed Mother Mary, with patriarchs and matriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the 
saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and 
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
 



As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Christ our Passover                              Hymn S155 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
The Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Savior, like a shepherd lead us                                       Hymn 708 

 
The Post-Communion Prayer                                               BCP 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your son, our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The Blessing 
Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who journey with us. So, be 
swift to love, and make haste to be kind, and may the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be upon you now and always. Amen. 
 

The Lord my God my shepherd is                 Hymn 663 

 

 
The Dismissal                   BCP 366 
Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Postlude                Te Deum Prelude           Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
 

 
 

Today’s flowers are offered to the glory of God and in memory of my grandparents, Beatrice & Murray Sherwin, 
 by Melanie Smith 



 
WORSHIP MINISTERS 

Eucharistic Ministers: Erica Roney, Martha Burton 
Reader: Louis Malon 

Audio/Visual: Rick Talmage 
Ushers: Amanda Lupold, Kay Spain 

Vestry: Lee Adams 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall. 

New Keys—Our locks were quite old and the locksmith recommended replacing them to keep the doors 
in good working order. This means we have new keys for the entire building. If you are serving on a 
ministry and need a key, please see Robin to sign up for Safe Church training and receive your new key. 
Baby Shower and Big Breakfast—join us immediately after today’s service as we shower our expectant 
moms, Malia & Lissie, while enjoying a delicious Big Breakfast.  All are welcome! 
Tri-Cities Band Spring Concert—Join us on May 3 at 3:00pm for an afternoon of beautiful music by 
the Tri-cities Band. 
Formation Committee— will meet after church on May 3rd in the church library after the service.  
Parental Leave—Rev. Lissie plans to be with us through Sunday, May 24. Her parental leave is 
scheduled May 26-August 18. Please welcome our visiting clergy in her absence, directing any questions 
to our Senior Warden, Tom Little. If you have pastoral needs, please reach out to Bee Betts or Kathy 
Ferguson. 
Sunday School—next week: Windows of the Church: Scavenger Hunt 
The Hope Center— April needs: mac&cheese, pasta sauce, peanut butter and reusable bags. 

Please join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector 
LRhoton@christandgrace.org 

 
 Timothy L. Hall,  Robin A. Magee, 
 Organist & Choirmaster         Parish Administrator 
 THall@christandgrace.org    ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org 
 

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805    
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org 
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