
 
 

We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
A lay person will lead as officiant in this Service of the Word. 

Prelude                                             Andante sostenuto (Symphonie IX)            Charles-Marie Widor 
Hail the day that sees him rise                 Hymn 214  

 

Christ & Grace Episcopal Church 
Our mission:  Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality 

Service of the Word – May 17, 2026 - 10:00am 
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 



The Opening Acclamation               standing in body or 
spirit 
Officiant   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Song of Praise                 Hymn S236  

 



 
 

The Collect of the Day    
Officiant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Officiant     Let us pray. 
 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and 
exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 



First Reading: Acts 1:6-14 
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 
journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves 
to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 
1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

let those who hate him flee before him. 
2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;* 

as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

let them also be merry and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 

YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 

God in his holy habitation! 
6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 

but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 

when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 



35 Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God! 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so 
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast 
all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion 
your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your 
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power 
forever and ever. Amen. 
Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People       Thanks be to God. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



See, the Conqueror mounts in triumph                 Hymn 215 

 
Gospel: John 17:1-11            standing in body or spirit 
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 
glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know 
in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I 
am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 



All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in 
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.                                                
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon                 Kemper Brinkley 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People             stand or kneel in body or spirit 
Gracious Lord, we give you thanks for the joy of ministering both within and beyond the Church, and 
we gather together today to give special thanks for the people of Christ & Grace, who worship and serve 
you with grateful hearts. Bless our lives together. 
 

O God who sees, bless our Altar Guild, Brass Polishers Guild, and Flower Guild, whose work is carried 
out with diligence in the background to care for your sanctuary and prepare for worship.   
Grant us a spirit of reverence for your house and worship. 
 

O God, who saints and angels delight to worship in heaven, bless our musicians, especially our Organist 
and Choirmaster, our Choir, and our Bell Choir, who seek through music to perfect the praises offered 
by your people on earth. Grant us glimpses of your beauty, and make us worthy to behold it unveiled 
for evermore. 
 

O God, who is worthy to be worshipped at all times, bless our Audio-Visual team, Communications 
team, Eucharistic Ministers, Fellowship teams, Readers, and Ushers, whose work enables the praise of 
your Name. As you are seen in your Word and Sacraments, may you be seen in those who lead your 
worship, welcome your people, invite us into fellowship, and broadcast your Good News. 
Grant us to be strengthened here to carry out your service in the world. 



O God, whose heart longs for the restoration of all creation, bless those who participate in outreach 
through the Hope Center, the Community Garden, ECW, Angel Tree, Richard Bland College, giving, 
and providing meals, that your care for the world may continue to be seen and felt through us. Grant 
us hearts that beat as one with yours to bless your world. 
 

O God, who cares for us as a mother cares for her children, bless our Formation and Pastoral Care 
teams, whose work supports our growth and well-being and brings us toward greater wholeness through 
you. 
Grant us healing and grace as we navigate life and grow more fully into the Body of Christ. 
 

O God, who strengthens and renews us day by day, bless those who exercise leadership in your church, 
especially our staff, wardens, treasurer, and vestry whose time and care contribute to the flourishing of 
your Church and enable us all to be ministers of your Good News.  
Grant us vision and hope for the years to come. 
 

O God, who sees every sparrow that falls, embrace all those who have died in your loving arms, and bless 
those who care for the families and friends left behind. Grant us, with them, an entrance into your 
eternal kingdom. 
 

O God, who rejoices to draw us together in community, we give you thanks for this parish family, and 
we lift up those among us who are in need especially Charles B., Texie Fowler, Cecelia Kenny, Barbra 
McLean, Donna Nelson, and Donald Temple. 
 

Celebrant: O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the 
plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised 
up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their 
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace      
Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People   And also with you. 
 

Greeting and Announcements 
 

Ushers come forward to receive the plates from the Eucharistic Minister, returning them to the Eucharistic Minister 
at the singing of the doxology. 
 

The Offertory                        Lord, make me an instrument         Hal H. Hopson     

The Doxology                 Hymn 380 (st. 3) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

Officiant leads the recitation of The Lord’s Prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!                 Hymn 450 

 

 

 
 

 



 

The Dismissal   
Officiant Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude                 The Rejoicing                       Hal H. Hopson 
 
 

The flowers are offered to the Glory of God and in memory of The Rev. David H. Teschner  
given by Kathy & Rick Talmage 

 

 

WORSHIP MINISTERS 
Officiant: Kemper Brinkley 

Eucharistic Ministers: Damon Fowler, Lee Boisseau 
Audio/Visual: Bee Betts 

Ushers: Cat Richardson, BeeGee Brinkley 
Vestry: Kathy Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall. 

Parental Leave—Rev. Lissie’s parental leave is effective immediately but she still plans on returning by 
August 18. Please welcome our visiting clergy in her absence, directing any questions to our Senior 
Warden, Tom Little. If you have pastoral needs, please reach out to Bee Betts or Kathy Ferguson. 
Sunday School—next week: Summer Break! We will have no Sunday School hour over the summer. 
Join us when the Fall program resumes September 14.  
ECW Peanut Sale—Order peanuts by June 14th in order to receive them by Father’s Day, June 21st. 
Gourmet salted, double dipped chocolate, and honey roasted varieties available for $15 per can. 
Proceeds support ECW Outreach. 
Pentecost Sign Up—If you would like to read part of the gospel in another language on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 24, please sign up outside of Lackey Hall or email Robin. (TBD) 
The Hope Center— May needs: canned corn, canned green beans, pasta sauce, mac & cheese, peanut 
butter and re-usable bags.  

Please join us for Tuesday Noon Eucharist. 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
May 24 @ 10:00am—The Feast of Pentecost; let the office know if anyone in your family wishes to be 
baptized.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector 
LRhoton@christandgrace.org 

 
Timothy L. Hall,  Robin A. Magee, 

Organist & Choirmaster         Parish Administrator 
THall@christandgrace.org    ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org 
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