Christ & Grace Episcopal Church

Our mission: Offering Hope, Healing and Hospitality
Holy Eucharist- July 26, 2026 - 10:00am

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

We invite you to observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. During the service, please feel free to stand or kneel as you are able.

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude
God of grace and God of glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on thy peo -ple pour thy power;
2 Lo! the hosts of e - vil round us scorn thy Christ, as - sail his ways!

3 Cure thy chil-dren’s war - ring mad-ness, bend our pride to thy con - trol;
4 Save us from weak res - ig - mna - tion to the e - vils we de-plore;

crown thine an-cient Church’s sto - ry; bring her bud to glo-rious flower.
From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to  faith and praise:
shame our wan-ton, self - ish glad-ness, rich in things and poor in soul
let the gift of thy sal - va-tion be our glo - ry ev - er - more.
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Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, for the fac - ing of this
grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, for the liv - ing of these
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, lest we miss thy king-dom’s
Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour - age, serv - ing thee whom we a -
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hour, for the fac - ing of  this hour.
days, for the liv - ing of these days.
goal, lest we miss thy king-dom’s goal.
dore, serv - ing thee whom we a - dore.
. O e : D
9t - 1 i—m

|

Hymn 594



The Opening Acclamation standing in body or spirit
Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Hymn S280

1.Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and
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give vyou thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry. 3.Lord Je - sus
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on us; b.you are seat - ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther: re -
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ceive  our prayer. 6. For you a-lone are the Ho - ly One,
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase
and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 29:15-28

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing! Tell
me, what shall your wages be!” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and
the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful.
Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban
said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.”
So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love

he had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So
Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his
daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his
daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What
is this you have done to me! Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?”
Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the
week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.”
Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,



6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

7 He is the Lord our God; *
his judgments prevail in all the world.

8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, *
the promise he made for a thousand generations:

9 The covenant he made with Abraham, *
the oath that he swore to Isaac,

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *

an everlasting covenant for Israel,

11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *
to be your allotted inheritance."

45b Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according
to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined
he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also
glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything
else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect! It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ! Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For [ am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Reader ~ The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



If thou but trust in God to guide thee

Unison or harmony
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1 If thou but tust in God to guide thee, and hope in  him through
2 Sing, pray, and keep his ways un - swerv-ing; so do thine own part
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sook in need the soul that trust - ed him
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The Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Hymn 635

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its

branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed
in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out
the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of
his treasure what is new and what is old.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Doug Wigner

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People stand or kneel in body or spirit

Intercessor In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. Silence

Intercessor For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Intercessor For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Intercessor For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Intercessor For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.



Intercessor For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Intercessor For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Susan, our Bishop; Lissie, our Rector; Doug our Supply, for
Bee, our aspirant to the diaconate; and for all bishops and other ministers;

For all who serve God in the Church.

Intercessor For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially Texie Fowler, Catherine
Haywood, Maaryn Ifekwunigwe, Mark Pagano, John Pitt, Larry Pung, Michaeal S., and Polly
Williams. Silence
Intercessor Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

Intercessor We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially the Bowles, Brinkley, and Bristow
families, and for all the families of this parish. Silence

Intercessor We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Intercessor We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  Silence

Intercessor Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Intercessor We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. Silence
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,

to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory

The Doxology Hymn 380 (st. 3)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving Prayer A standing in body or spirit

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus Hymn S129
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The Communion

The Post-Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your son, our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

standing in body or spirit

May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you

now and always. Amen.



How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds Hymn 644
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1 How sweet the Name of Je - sus sounds in  a  be - liev-er’s ear!
2 It makes the wound - ed  spi - rit whole,and calms the trou-bled breast;
3 Dear Name, the rock on which 1 build, my shield and hid - ing - place,
4 0O Je - sus! Shep - herd, Guard-ian, Friend, O Pro- phet, Priest, and King,
*5 Weak is the ef - fort of my heart,and cold my warm -est thought;
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1 soothes our sor-rows, heals our wounds,and drives a - way our fear.
2 ’tis man - na to the hun-gry soul, and to the wea-ry, rest.
3 my nev - er - fail -ing trea-sury, filled with bound-less stores of  grace!
4 my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, ac - cept the praise I bring.
5 but when I see thee as thou art, TI'll praise thee as [ ought.
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The Dismissal
Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

The altar flowers are offered to the Glory of God and in memory of J. Benjamin Gwaltney offered by his family



WORSHIP MINISTERS
Eucharistic Ministers: Sean Little, Erica Roney
Crucifer: Michael Phillips
Audio/Visual: Bee Betts
Ushers: Marigene Little, Kemper Brinkley
Vestry: Susan Frazier

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us after the service for refreshments in Lackey Hall.
ECW Peanut Sale—Peanuts are still available. Please see Marwee Walsh for purchases.

The Hope Center— July needs: mac&cheese, pasta, pasta sauce, peanut butter, cereal, and reusable
bags.

The Rev. Lissie Rhoton is on Parental Leave with her second child through August 18. Please welcome
our visiting clergy in her absence, directing any questions of parish life to our Senior Warden, Tom Little.
[f you have pastoral needs, please reach out to Bee Betts or Kathy Ferguson.

UPCOMING SERVICES
August 2: We welcome The Rev. Gerald Klingenberg to lead us!



The Rev. Lissie Rhoton, Rector
LRhoton@christandgrace.org

Timothy L. Hall, Robin A. Magee,
Organist & Choirmaster Parish Administrator
THall@christandgrace.org ChurchOffice@christandgrace.org

1545 South Sycamore Street, Petersburg, VA 23805
(804) 733-7202 | www.christandgrace.org
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